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STATEMENT OF WITNESS

Date: 2™ December 2011

Name of Witness: Shane William ENGEL

Address of Witness: [ Sippel Road, Bienheim, QLD 4341

Occupation: Backhoe Operator

Position: Backhoe Operator with Lockyer Valley Regional Council

Telephone: (Work) (Mobile) G

Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry Requirement to Provide Statement No. 1772778

1, Shane William Engel, member of the Gatton Group of the Lockyer Valley Unit of the State
Emergency Service (“SIES") state:

b | have been a- member of the Gatton SES Group since March 2003,
9 January 2011

2: On the night of 9 January 2011, Dawn Carrillo (Gatton Group Leader) and | were
activated to take the Gatton Flood boat into Grantham with sandbags required by

residents due to rising flood waters, —accompanied us 10 supervise the
vehicle and boat trailer whilst it was parked at the Placid Hills corner, whilst Dawn
Carrillo and | took the boat into the town.

3: This job was actually passed on to the Rural Fire Brigade once we got into Grantham

along the water table at the side of the road, as they had a vehicle that they could still
drive iirto Grantham,

4: We were then tasked to assisting the Swill Water Rescue crew, throughaout the night, 1o
evacuate peaple from Harris Street,

Dawn Carrillo called Annette Fifool to ask if she was available 1o come and support
in minding the vehicle and boat trailer, and answering the phone, whilst
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Dawn Caretllo and | assisted the Swift Water Rescue members. Annette Fifoot
confirmed she was available and would be there as soon as possible. She arrived
at 23.50 hours, :

10 January 2011

6: We all finatly returned (o the Gatton Shed and signed out al $430howrs on the morning of’
the 1O lanuary 201 1.

7 R ctvied home, and Dawn Careilto and § (Dawn is my pariner) remained at
the SES Shed, ns we were unable 1o return (o our property due 1o ereek crossings being
uncrossable. We then slept at the SES Shed for the vest of the night.

8 The attendance Log at Gatlon SES Shed shows that [ signed out at 04.30am on 10
January 2011, T attach a copy of the Log, marked “SWE-17,

9 At approximately 0930 hours, we got up and Dawn Carviflo and | went to purchase some
breakfast. As we were not doing SES business, we had not yet signed in. Whilst we were
out, Dawn received an enquiry call from a Leanne Mildred at Lower Tent Hill regarding
the possibility of sandbagging around the house exit poinis, because they were going
away for a lew days and were concerned about the vsing floodwaters nearby from the
Tenthill Creek and the Ma Ma Creek, as their house in in between both creeks, Dawn
Carritlo and 1 went out to the house to do a reconnaissance, and agreed with the owner (o
return to the SES Shed and assist them in filling about 200 sandbags to completely
surround their house with a double layer of bags.

10:  We returned to the SES Shed, picking up on the way, as he does not drive,
and signed in af 1130 hours. and [ then commenced filling sandbags.
Three members of the Mildred family came down to the SES Shed, and together with us,
filled approximately 250 sandbags.

F1t The attendance Log at Gatton SES Shed shows that ] signed in at 1130hows on 10
January. See previous attachment of the Log, marked “SWE-1%,

12:  Dawn Carrillo vemained in the Emergeney Operation Centre, manning the telephones: 07
Gatton SES Shed, | ENGTINEGEGR :c Grovp Leader’s phone and

her personal phone (which was also being used).

13:  During the next few haurs § carried out a number ol actions, but did not keep a time log
as one task seemed to run into the next task, and [ did not record anything in writing,
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14: Puring this time period;

{a)

(1)

(c)

(h

M

Pawn Carrillo recetved a call from F about (wo people in the creek at
Spring Bluft, asking for the Nood boal to be activated. | was then instructed to

prepare and hiteh up the Gatton Flood Boat and carvy out the pre-traiting checks.

Dawn Carrillo received a call at 1429hours from Gary Dorr (in the Local Disaster
Management Group) telling us not o activate the flood boat, as we could not
actually get there, as the ronds were impassable to Murphy’s Creek, and he would
see if Toowoomba could get down from the top end to Spring Bluff.

Dawn Carrilio received a call from Gary Dorr (o ask that she send a (eam info
Grantham, to warn them that ‘the creeks were expecied to rise again rapidly that
evening and that evacuation would be a wise idea.’ | was then activated along
with || ¢ Anneue Fifoor, whom Dawn had called in, to take the
Maobile 1 Truck into Grantham and door-knock and warn the residents. Dawn
Carrillo wrote a short memo for us about what to tell residents, and we lefl
immediately when Annette Fifoot arvived, 1 attach a copy of the short memo,
marked “SWE-2"

1 radioed back to Dawn Carrillo saying that we had warned two residents:
¢ [l Gatcon/Helidon Road just outside Grantham, and the people in the
tow-set properly just before Armstrong Road on the feft. | then said that when we
got as far as the garage on the right- hand side, we saw a cargo container coming
down the side road (Anzac Avenue) towards us, not on a truck. As the water
appeared 1o be about two feet deep, and our vehicle is not a four wheeled drive

@003/006

vehicle with a snorkel, 1 had turned Mobile | around and was heading back out of

town, warning sightseers at the Placid Mills tuen off as we passed, and then
people at the residences near the Gatton/ Clifton Road junction.

Whenm/\nncuc Fifoot and | returned to the Gatton SES Shed at
approximately 1600 hours, Annette Fifoot then stayed at the Gatton SES Shed to
assist Dawn Carritlo in answering phone calls, and | N | AN :nd | were sent
to check out a repott from a fiiend, of a lady not answering her phone in Princess
Street. We reported back via radio; that she was not answering the door and a dog
was barking inside. Local residents had not seen her. We also advised some local
residents, who asked il that area was going (o {lood, to move to higher ground if
possible as a precaution and if it didn’t flood, no harm was done. But if' it did,
they would be safe. We then returned to the Gatton SIS Shed.

I received a phone call from a concerned family member and then went out to a
Mr. and Mrs.“wlm had been advised by their family to evacuate but did
not wish 1o do 50, | alked to them and then returned to the Shed and fitled

sandlags again to build up a stockpile in case they were needed.
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() SES meml)cr_zu'rivcd at 1700hours at the Gatton SES Shed to assist,
Dawn Carrillo sent her and Anneite Fifoot (o the Gatton Shire Hall to assist in
the Evacuation Centre, with registration,

I make (his statement of my own {ree will believing its contents to be true and correct.

Justices Act 1886
I acknowledge by virtue of Section 110A(6C)(c)(i){(ii} of the Justices Act 1886 that:
(1) This written statement by me dated 2™ December 2011 and contained in
the pages numbered 1 to 4 is true to the best of my knowledge and belief; _

and

(2) | make it knowing that, if it were admitted as evidence, | may be liable to
i ing anything that 1 know is false.

................... Signature

Sianed at Brisbane this 2nd dav of December 2011
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