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| QUEENSLAND FLOODS COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

. STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF WESTERN DOWNS REGIONAL COUNCIL

© “In accordance with: Section 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1950 (Qud
- /I, Philip Adrian Chief Executive Officer Western Downs Regional C
. following statement of information as required by the Commission of Inqui
- Statement dated:03 October 2011 :

5]
' Provida

interaction between the Western Downs Regional

“the Queensland Reconstruction Authority (QRA) regarding interim flood
including any consultation data sharing or provision ofjnfqrgna_ o

’An overview of

plain mappin

1. Questiont -

Council hag not provided the Queensland Reconstruction Authority {QRA) with any.
information regarding the interim floodplain mapping. Council has provided information o the
Depaitment of Environment and Resource Management (DERM) to assist in the
~ development of the 2010-2011 interim flood lines. This information includes contour
- information for the towns of Chinchilla and Dalby. flood height points for Chinchilla, Dalby,
Jandowae and Warra, oblique aerial photography of Chinchilla and Dalby captured by
- gouncil staff and feedback and discussion on the accuracy of draft flood lines.

© An account of materials received by the council from the QRA since the release of interim
floodplain mapping, including hard copy map books , :

2. - Quéétionz

Council was aware that the QRA had mounted state-wide flood mapping on its website and
has received a hard copy of the document Temporary State Planning Policy 2/11: Plannirig
for stronger, more resilient floodplaing Part 1 — Interim measures to support floodplain

‘management in existing planning schemes L Sty

The council’s understanding of wha

a floodplain area (vellow shaded area on
maps available at www.gld.gov.au/floodcheck) represe SR =

resents -

3. Question 3

Council's understanding of w 00
It is an area of land possibly impacted upan by flooding

not be inundated by floodwaters but may otherwise be affected by wa
services disconnection etc; Land within which, development may needt
specifically against the relevant Flood Planning Provisions. - L

Daponents




."'A ccmpanson of the area covered by the interim fandpiam area with other flood mappmg,
dev [ ; natural hazard management areas or areas derived from flood studles

_ rim ffoodpiazn area map produced by QRA covefs a greater area than any fiood
study councn[ has access too. Council :;urrently only has flood mapping for deve!opmental

- An explanatlcn of whether the coancil intends to use the mterlm floodplain maps prowded
by the QRA in its émergency management, land planning or any other ¢ouncil funection, and
a. If so, for what purpose and why
h. if not, why

5, Question &
- Emergency mahagement

With other floo::f mappmg. development lines, natural hazard management assessments or
areas derived from fiood studies available to council it is thought the QRA maps would be
-only used to assist with evacuation and emergency planning where other information is not

available. :

Land Planning -

Council would potentially Use the interim flood maps in areas whe;'é there is no flood study
completed or commissioned or historical flood heights are unknown or inaccurate. This
woulld include townships such as Condamine, Warra, Meandarra and Glenmorgan.

Council would not use the interim flood mapping for towns where recently complated current
flood studies have been developed or towns where Council has commissionad a flood study
to be developed and its finalisation in imminent, these being Dalby, Chinchilla, Mites,
\Wandoan, Tara and Jandowae. It is considered that the interim flood mapping

provides minimal benefit when considering particular development applications, as there is
little or no information about depth, velocity, hazard category or duration of flooding, whereas
the flood studies {and associated mapping) will provide this information and allow :
assessment against specific plarmmg code requirements.

The interim flood mapping represents a "broad brush” approach %0 |dentlfy|ng areas that may
be impacted upon by flooding based on observed data rather than hydeogac or hydraulic
analysis and may in some areas, ‘exaggerate the actual mpacted area. The public
perception of the affected area on the interim floodplain mapping | ¥ ad to a poor
understanding of the actual inundated area and actual affects of flooding
discourage development in areas such as Dalby - whlch is showri-to be :
the mtenm floodplain map.

|'rc-:-Ey govered by
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o incorporate the interim
(which appears as
oodplains) into its

An explanation of whether, and if so how, the counci
floodplain mapping or the Model Interim Floodplain Ass
Schedule 1 to the QRA Guideline Planning for stronger, pre resi
planning scheme SRR R

6. Question &

Due to the extensive flood study work being carried out by council's Consultants which is
intended to be Indorporated Into Council's amalgamated planning Scheme for the Western
Downs region, itis not anticipated that that the interim floodplain mapping or Model Interim -
Floodplain Asséssment Code will be incorporated into the new planning scheme. In the
interim; for areas:other than Dalby, the mapping and the Model Interim.. -

Floadplain Assessment Code will be used as 'best available information' in assessing flood
issues associated with development applications R S

I the interim ﬂooé:fé.lsain mapping is to be incorporated into the planning scheme, an
explanation of how council officers assessing development applications will use the map

7. Question 7

If the interim flood mapping were to be incorporated into the planning scheme, it would be
used to identify if development proposals may be impacted upon by flooding and if so would
trigger further assessment of the proposal against a flood planning code within the scheme,
the State Planning Policy and "Floodplain Management in Australia - Best Practice Principles
and Guidelings” " . - Ll

The interim fl’d’é’d’pziéiﬁ mappmgls not to be incorporated into the planning schemes in use in
the Western Downs region. - :

Whether, and if so how, the council intends to use the interim fioodplain mapping performed
by the QRA to set a habitable floor level or other flood height relevant to development in the
council area S :

8. Question 8

Council does not intend using the floodplain mapping to set a habiﬁaéle floor level or other
flood height relevant to development in the Western Downs region.

The council plans, if any, to promote the interim floodplain maps to the public, and if $¢ for
what purpose

23 Question @

Coungil has made no decision to promote the interim floodplain maps to the public. . ;
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An account of any public feodbac
interim ﬂnodplam maps by I‘ESIde

he counse:l area

10, Ques’non 10

Coungil has received nd feedbaok i':: - to the QRA ﬁoadptaiﬁ maps..
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