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Name of Witness Paul Antony SILJAC

Date of Birth

Address and contact details Fermvale, QLD
Cccupation Training Education Support Manager

Officer taking statement Detective Sergeant Paul Browne

Date taken W20t ¢ ./5'/9.0“ et .

I, Paul Antony SILJAC state;

Witness Signature
Page Number 1

I am a. year old married man, and currently reside at -
_ Fernvale. I am the First Officer of the
Fernvale Rural Fire Brigade (RFB) and have held this position since
August 2010. 1 am due to complete my crew leader training course

Sunday, 17™ April 2011.

As part of my role with the Fernvale RFB I was involved with the
January flood and took responsibility as Incident Controller, co-
ordinating the emergency response in the Fernvale area. This was
focussed on the community which was isolated between Monday 10"
January 2011 and Friday 14" January 2011, and the recovery period
following that. By isolated I mean that roads were cut off by water, there
was no electricity or town water, very limited mobile phone coverage and

no landline communication.

I have been a member of the Rural Fire Brigade for 4 yeats. Prior to
becoming First Officer I was a Training Officer and Chairman of the Brigade
and have completed Fire Management Level 1 and (among a lot of other
training, have also participated in a two day ‘Incident Management Team’

(IMT) training exercise. From this exercise I developed some understanding of
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the lay-out, roles and structure of an IMT.
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16. One request was made by a Channel 10 news reporter that flagged
us down on the road and requested assistance to free a trapped horse. We
went to the indicated location where we were required to cut a fence,
enter flood waters on foot and assist the landholder to move a horse to
higher ground. Footage of this rescue is on U-Tube. This rescue made it
evident to us how quickly the water was still rising,
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17. On-tuesday 11", day one df our response, it was mainly
emergency relief but we did a horse rescue, cutting stock out of a
padddck and on day one. I could not get to a lot of the larger areas that
were flooded, but did get to one lady who was on Oxygen, had only one
bottle left and had no power to run her oxygen machine. Knowing that
Woolworth’s still had power (thanks to their diesel generator) I had her

transported there so she could plug her machine in.

18. I had been requesting a chopper drop for Oxygen but it never
happened. I assigned her care to 2 members of the Fernvale Lions Club to.
manage the situation, They managed the situation from that point on, but
[ later was advised that the power was not successful because the Oxygen
machine adaptor was not suitable and they weren’t able to just plug into

the Generator to get electricity,

19. I was really worried because she only had 10 hours of Oxygen
remaining but through self management she was able to get through until

Thursday when we were able to evacuate her via Ambulance.

20. A lot of what I did on the Tuesday day came to a dead end. This

was for a variety of reasons, in some instances I could not get to them, in
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