


















































































































Our ref: Doc 1562705 

25 March 201 1 

Mr Peter Allen 
Dam Safety Regulator 
Department of Environment and Resource Management 
GPO Box 2454 
BRlSBANE QLD 4001 

REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE STATEMENT TO COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 

I, Justice Catherine E Holmes, Commissioner of Inquiry, pursuant to section 5(?)(d) of the 
Commiss/ons of Inquiry A d  1950 (Qld), require MY Peter Allen to provide a written 
statement, under oath or affirmation, to the Queensland Floods Comrnlssion of Inqulry, In 
which the sald Mr Allen: 

provides all information in hls possession and identifies the source or sources of that 
Information; 

z makes commentary and provides opinions he is qualified to give as to the 
appropriateness of particular actlons or decisions and the basis of Ihat commentary 
or opinion; 

In respect of the following toplcs: 

1, a brief history of Wivenhoe and Somerset Dams ('the Dams') -their original 
construction, dimensions and features and upgrades since construction; 

2, informailon regarding the Manual of Operational Procedures for Flood Mitigation at 
Wivenhoe and Somerset Darns ('the Manual'), including: 

a, its original creatron, the process for creation and the impetus to have a manual; 

b, the process for amendment of the Manual; 

c. the substantive amendments made over the seven revisions; 

d. his Involvement In those revisions; 

e. the reasons for those amendments; 

f. any change in operating strategy that reqolred amendments and reasons for that 
change in operating strategy; 

g. the way the current Manual works in practlce; 
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h. the way weather forecasts provlded by the Bureau of Meteorology should be 
taken Into account by those uslng the Manual; 

i. the different welght glven to the prlorlties In the Manual in practice, and how the 
iinplementatlon of those priorities has changed over the seven revisions of the 
Manual; 

j. the ability to draw the dams down below Full Supply Level In the Manual and in 
what clrcumstances that would be appropriate, 

3. current dimensions and features of the Dams; 

4. the adequacy of the capacity of the Dams for the purposes of water security; 

5, the adequacy of the capacity of the Dams for the purposes of flood mitigation; 

8. any planned future upgrades for the Dams; 

7. 'the water security needs of South East Queensland up lo 2050; 

8. hb role in relaflon to the Full Supply Levels of the Dams; 

9. hls role in relalion to dam operations at Wivenhoe, Somerset and North Pine Dams; 

10. when, how and why the Full Supply Level at the Dams whlch existed at the time of the 
January 2011 Flood Event was determined; 

14. an account of all discussions, correspondence, meetings or briefings he participated jn 
from 1 September 2010 to 31 March 201 1 regarding possible changes to [he Full Supply 
Level of the Dams (and provision of all notes made of all discussions or rneetlngs 
regarding decreasing the Full Supply Level between 7 September 2010 and 31 March 
201 1); 

22. his opinion as to what the Full Supply Level of the Dams should be; 

13. how (in terms of regulatory or legislative changes, dlrectives to operators etc), and why, 
the amount of water in the Dams was decreased in February 201 I ; 

14. details, including verbatim accounts where possible, of all discussions, correspondence, 
meetings or briefings regarding decreasing the Dams' levels in January and February 
2011; 

15, details, including verbatim accounts where possible, of any dlscussions, correspondence 
or meetings in December 2020 or January 201 1 regarding releasing water from the Dams 
to take their level below 100%; 

16. an account of all brieflngs within his knowledge prepared by the Department of 
Environment and Resource Management for the responsible Minlster or disaster 
management authorities or personnel between October 2010 and February 20? I; 
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17. an account of all communications he had, and any briefings given to or received from tha 
Flood Operations Centre between I and 19 January 201 I (and provision of all emajls, 
text messages and notes of phone conversations). 

He may also address other topics relevant to the Terms of Reference of the Commission in 
the statement, i f  h e  wishes. 

?The statement is to be provided to the Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry by )/ 12 noon, 1 April 201 1. 

The statement can be provided by post, email or by arranging delivery to the Commission by 
emaillng inio~floodcommission.~ld.gov.au. 

Commissioner 
Justice C E Holmes 
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Carpenter Stephen 

From: Caroline Helman [ca

Sent: Thursday, 31 March 201 1 11:46 AM 

To: Walsh Paul; Carpenter Stephen 
Subject: FW: Email in return to Paul Lack re Peter Allen's statement 
Dear Paul and Stephen, 

Please see ernail below from Susan Hedge. 

Kind regards, 
Caroline. 

Cardine Helman 
AISenior PrincipaI Lawyer 
Qld Floods Commission of Inquiry - State Representation Team 
Crown Law 
State Law BuiIding 
50 AM Street 
Brisbane 4000 
Ph: 0
Fax: 0
Ernail: c

From: Susan Hedge 
Sent: Thursday, 31 March 2011 11:42 AM 
To: Paul Lack; Caroline Helman 
Cc: Lisa Hendy; Admin Flood Commission; Jane Moynihan 
Subject: Ernail in return to Paul Lack re Peter Allen's statement 

Dear Paul, 

I refer t o  your email this morning to Lisa Hendy regarding Mr Peter Allen's statement. 

The topic the Commission wishes to be included in Mr Allen's statement is as follows: 

"any modelling, calculations or opinions produced or analysed by Mr Allen regarding the draw down expected to 
occur in the spillway.approach at Wivenhoe Dam for the level of releases of water being made between 00:oo 
1l/Ol/2011 and 12:OO noon 12/01/2011, and the effect of that draw down on the data produced by the automatic 
gauge situated in the spillway approach at  Wivenhoe Dam during that period" 

Given the specific nature of this additional topic, the Commission does not envisage that you will need extra time 
to prepare the Statement of Mr Allen. 

Yours sincerely, 

Susan Hedge 
Lawyer 
Queenstand Floods Commission of Inquiry 
P 
E 

Please think about the environment before you print this message. 
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This email and any attachments may contain confidential, private or legally privileged information 
and may be protected by copyright. You may only use it if you are the person(s) it was intended to 
be sent to and if you use it in an authorised way. No one is allowed to use, review, alter, transmit, 
disclose, distribute, print or copy this email without appropriate authority. 

If you are not the intended addressee and tfis message has been sent to you by mistake, please notify 
the sender immediately, destroy any hard copies of the email and delete it fiorn your computer 
system network. Any legal privilege or confidentiality is not waived or destroyed by the mistake. 

Opinions in this email do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Department of Justice and 
Attorney-General or the Queensland Government. . 

It is your responsibility to ensure that this ernail does not contain and is not affected by computer 
viruses, defects or interferences by third parties or replication problems. *********************************************************#****** 
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