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STATEMENT OF WITNESS wond
, Occurrence #:
R it no.: Date: 27/01/2011

Statement of

Name of witness: MINNS, Rodne

1 : _
Date of birth: - B2 : - ypation: _Police Officer
oy ':E‘; 2

Police officer taking statement

Rank: _Detective Senior Constable Reg.no.; 8868

Station: Organised Crime

Region/Command/Division; SCOC
Investigations Unit

Statement:

Rodney William MINNS states:

1. Tam .years old and [ reside at

2. T am a Sergeant of Police cuirenily G stosthe First Year Program at the Oxiey Police
Academy.
3. Our residence is situated within the schit (0] son the higher level of Grantham Township on

the Northern side of the railway l_ines,,;fls% dofice was not affected by flood waters.

.

s

4, I recall one to two weeks prior to Monday 10™ January 2011, Grantham was in a state of regular
flooding making access into the town very difficult. It had been raining on and off constantly since

Christmas. There were a number of minor flooding where water had come up over William Street

and other low lying areas.

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)f . (Police officer’s signature)
Commissioner far Declarations’s signature)

(Witness’s signafure)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William

5. On Sunday 9" January 2011, my wife and I arrived back into Grantham at about 3pm after being
away for the night. We just managed to get through to our home as a result of flood water and mud
that had gathered under the bridge. I saw that it was approximately one metre to a metre and a half

of fast flowing water over the normal road access which caused me to use the dirt track on the
] i .

high side of the road. .

turnoff to Placid Hilis. The amount of

called work to advise that I was unable t

L

conditions. I saw iwo vehicles parked, :ﬁz
-

not be coming into work the next day unless

8. Atapproximately 4.15 pm I was in my hous heard rushing water over the back. I walked out

to the back yard observed flood waters [t i__} fed to be similar to the early morning flood at

5am then realised that it was actually moj :

9. 1then grabbed my phone and walked t fort of the school where I could get a better

view of the flood waters. Whils female running down Christopher

A5

towards the school calling out words to the effect of ‘there are people on the roof of a car’.

10. I then rang triple zero (“000”) on my mobile number- It took about three or four

attempts before I got through, I believe I finally got through to the Brisbane Communications
Centre. I got to the fort, stood on the top level and tried to look for people or the vehicle in

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {Police officer’s signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

{Witness’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William
© question. Whilst on hold I was looking closely at a vehicle in the water about 50 metres in front of

me and did not see any persons nor heard voices/ shouts coming from the water.

11. When I eventually gof connected through to the “000” operator I passed on the information about

the flood and vehicle allegedly with people on the roof. I had no description for the vehicle as I
¢l %éjlicles and numerous water tanks floating by in

2 A

12.1 then went up to my house and spoke bi’eff}%‘

o

I grabbed some paper and a pen and w

volume of water crashing against and sp

13.1 identified myself and told those in th
told them to move up to high ground to }1%?5‘% - o
teenage boy) helped out of the water. o he
continued and then power poles and lingsistait
contact with the water resulting in a sha,

power went out.

S
]
g

14, Again I advised people not fo enter the i ”dgt;_o move to safety. I spoke to a resident (Shandi

she thought were in the vicinity of the flood

t may become useful in the aftermath. I took

I AM ABLE TO PRODUCETHE HANDI WILKIN THAT I TOOK

POSSESSION.

15. 1 then returned to the school administration building and spoke to my wife, we began to opén up

the school to take rescued persons, At this time I was making emergency “000” calls and

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Police officer’s signature)

{Witness’s signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William
receiving calls on my mobile. I was also talking to people in the vicinity of the school and on

Victor Street and continued taking occasional notes on what paper I had available,

16. Over the course of the next few hours I spoke to Lisa SPIERLING who advised me that she was in
the Army Reserve and trained in first aid, she was able to assist with first aid to those injured. I
also spoke to Pauline HULSMAN and askeddish{o'start a list of persons who arrived at the school

which had now become a makeshiftiévacuatios

I AM ABLE TO PRODUCE THE LIST BK

17. 1 also spoke with Brendan SHANKS, w &
to Geoff PURTON (Grantham Rural F
carpark, complete with generatoi‘ and

SHANKS) were operating the radio

e

; ﬁ‘ije van and communicating with both Fire

;::r . T .
%licopter operating in the arca. I kept checking

in with them during the course of the fil
checking the water line and assisting €l STt

gvacuation centre,

18. On several occasions during the evening
levels and whether they were rising or 13
railway bridge) that I observed were:

19. 5pm — the water level was on or just aboyg

20. 5.50pm - the water was approx 3 lineal
highset house on the end of Victor stie E
before the railway bridge.

21. 8.30pm - the water was at lef} t 50cmb

the preceding 3 hours.

22. On the northern end of Victor Street (Cnr Boxmore st) 1 observed a male person place a marker (a
black wooden stake) in the ground to mark the water line. I observed it was approx 15 metres
from the cnr Boxmore and Victor St (vicinity of 44 Boxmore). This was at about 6.30pn.

ximately 2 hrs later (8.30pm) I note this level was holding, neither rising nor falling.

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Police officer's signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

(Witness's signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodrey William

23, Numerous times during the night I called in the water levels and provided sitreps over the phone.
I do not recall who I spoke to on each occasion however my phone records will show the phone
numbers that I called and at what time. I recall speaking with Dave KOLB, the State Duty Officer

— Brisbane Communications (unknown name), Toowoomba Communications, LDCC,' and the

OIC Gatton Sgt Bernie Wilkes.

24. Also during the evening I begar

and Ian briefly I did not have the oppcn

with Trevor, his name was provided as at

25. During the evening I continued to hear r¢p

o

a house down in the floodwater. No-ot

shifted in the water, but Ian O’BRIEN

fI50ds some 50 - 100 metres from the rail line. I

e

§'§5ion after observed the rescue (EMQ) helicopter

land on the oval. It appeared they had g
from the locals as to where people were

kids being heard calling out.

exact context as everything s
Zelst (I think as an informant) and the names Christine Latz and husband with the words house

behind shop, chest pain — on roof, Ido not recall if this information was passed via an emergency

call or via the EMQ helicoptér rescue team.

{Justice of the Peace (Qual.y/ (Police officer’s signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

itness’s signature
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William
28. Another notation I found in my notes referred to Marcus Cassalana (or Casalegno) who had been

rescued that evening and stayed at the school. The notation was in reference to his wife and her
address and a brief description of the residence (I think I recorded this information early Tuesday

morning, but I can’t be certain). I recall soon after Marcus received word his wife was safe at

Gatton and adviged me of the same. e

29. At some point, perhaps 7.30pm,/1§ﬁ§§

delivered by helicopter and others mad

AR
i
i

recording names of rescueds

.

underneath the school building, while offi

at this time people had collectively gathered

flood waters (though I can’t be certain &
tuated in the library, I think a BBQ had been

started and sausages on bread were prepargd for:dinn
Ry e

o
30. At about 8.30pm — 9pm I began setti o ‘-_%ﬁpper year’s classroom (back of main admin
o ‘53;

< @y ﬁ%ﬁgf foam mattresses and other assorted bedding

unaffected by flood waters had brought
dry clothes. ' .

5 at varying locations around the double size

classroom, 1 also opened windows and
I set up a large water container with fo

shortage of towels and pillows so went hoiy

32. During the evening I kept liaising with {

about 9pm I took responsibility for Sp?f _. le and recording names as they entered the

d dry clothes, given food and hot

evacuation centre. On arriva
drinks and then escorted to theit Sleeping area. -1 Was assisted with this by my wife, Lisa Spietling

%

and other volunteers. This activity continued for the next few hours.

33.1 began keeping notes in an A4 notepad that I had obtained from school supplies. At about

midnight things started winding down for the evening. It is around this time the EMQ rescues

for the evening (1 think).

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {(Police officer’s signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

{Witness’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William

34. Between lam — 1.30hrs on Tuesday 11" January 2011, I recall briefing Toowoomba
Communications and both Don Graham (Gatton Police) and Madonna from the Lockyer Council —

LDCC rang me. At this time I provided a list of names to Madonna of those staying at the school.

ﬁfgit’i?ﬁ,lanuary, 4 possibly PSRT officers attended the

35. I recall at perhaps around 1.30am — 2am on}h
e

school to check on thmgs and ask ;gg '

36.1 then conducted a patrol of the town

flood levels and noticed they had reced __
fhrlstopher Victor, Boxmore and Robert streets.

332

impassable by road. I checked all street
At about 2.15am someone from the MR}

37. Electricity remained cut and Jandlines dedsed (

Mains water and tank water remained were:st ‘

1:theis om was Marcus Cassalegno. In the tuckshop
were Hahns & Klaus SPIERLING and hel o the library was Chris Barrett and Elizabeth
o beople and animals were accommodated in the
32 persons being accommodated in the school.

iends or family in the houses adjacent to the

39, All lists I recorded were compiledzasiacourately. ﬁ@éﬂb_ nd to the best of my ability at the

time.
40. The names I had recorded at the school the 1% night are as follows:
Brad LONG
Natasha LONG
Brendan KEEP

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Police officer’s signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) '

(Witness’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William

Michelle KEEP

Lisa SPIERLING

{lsa SPIERLING (child)
Hahns SPIERLING (child)
Kiause SPIERLING (child)
Sharyn McCRAY

[an DAY

Stacey BUSIKO

Brodie ERNST

Lynton DREIER

Helen DREIER

Andrew DREIER

Jasmin DELAMER ({child)
Domonic DELAMER (child)
Marcus CASALEGNO
Marie Van STRATTON
Peter Van STRATTON
Emma DELONGIE

Chris BARRETT
Elizabeth FRASER
Thoras SMITH

Wendy SMITH

Leigh SHEPHERD

Marty WARBURTON
Morva RICHARDSON
Roy ABRAHAM

41. Including my own family there were 3 odated at the school.

42,71 also have the following names recorded in the notebook (these are persons whom I believe went
home or found accommodation in private homes near the school) — Jimmy Wilkin; Jane & Gary
Campbell; Linda, Greg & Gretta Van Zelst, Wayne & Christine Lack, Zac & Ashti IVES (&

children Tamika & Kayla),

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.} (Police officer’s signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

(Witness’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William
43, At about 5.45am I briefed two council officers who attended school office. I think one of ihe

persons was an Alan Domrow. I am not a hundred per cent sure of the name or spelling.

44. At 6.20am I spoke with a Brad WRIGHT from SERT and I briefed him of the events to date.

d. They advised that they would assist with

. The intention (as I understood it) was to try
o Helidon, SERT had begun doorknocking to

up to the school. Evacuations commenced

around Sam.

46. I coordinated the evacuations from und | building and recorded names of those being

evacuated. My role was to prioritise the d get groups of 6 (and later 5) persons seated

B

and ready to go when called upon by SE Rl

47. Several evacuations were conducted
grounded the chopper (maybe 11am?).
for about 1 hr before ceasing for the day!

48. At about 3pm I briefed the remainin
information/ further evacuations/ safety
come forward and provide information

was provided about a dozen names in

and to cross check against their records
49, T have a record of 56 persons being evg ir to Helidon. The names are as follows:
Brad LONG
Natasha LONG
Brendan KEEP
Michelle KEEP
Lisa SPIERLING
llsa SPIERLING {child)
Hahns SPIERLING {child)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Police officer’s signature}
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

(Witness’s signatnre)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William
Kiause SPIERLING {chlid)

Sharyn McCRAY

fan DAY

Stacey BUSIKO

Brodie ERNST

Lynton DREIER

Helen DREIER

Andrew DREIER

Jasmin DELAMER {child)
Domonic DELAMER (child)
Marcus CASALEGNO
Marie Van STRATTON
Peter Van STRATTON
Emma DELONGIE
Wendy SMITH

fan SANGSTER

Brandon SANGSTER (child)
Andrew SMITH

Fiona GORMAN

Jeremy WILKIN

Wendy GORMAN

Roy ABRAHAM

Dorathy ARMSTRONG
Paul ARMSTRONG

Heien McCRAW

Trevor McCRAW

Dillon McCRAW (child)
Gabby McCRAW {child)
Alicia POMERENKE
Craig SMITH

Zara POMERENKE (ch'l!;i)
Surmmer POMERENKE {child)
Wayne LACK

Christine LACK

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.y/ {Police officer’s signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

{Witness’s signature
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William

Ashti IVES

Zac IVES

Tamika JVES (chiid)
Kayla {VES {child)
Robert WILKIN

Shandi WILKIN

Kayla WILKIN {child)
Alyssa WILKIN {chiid)
Tanisha WILKIN {child)
Jenny SHEATHER

Corey HUGHES

Leslie JOHNSON
Christopher JOHNSON {child)
Paniel JOHNSON {child)
James JOHNSON ({child)

50, After the evacuations ceased I commen

(cither at school or in the adjacent home,

52. At 9.30pm I spoke to Andrew LOWE (]
had recorded at Grantham School. ;

53. The following persons were accommodated at the Grantham School on Tuesday. night 11"

January:
Chris BARRETT
Elizabeth FRASER
Thomas SMITH
Leigh SHEPHERD

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.) (Police officer’s signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

(Wiiness’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF;: MINNS, Rodney William
Marty WARBURTON

54. At about 7am on Wednesday 12" January 2011, I arranged a community meeting under school

building. I updated the residents as to road and weather conditions, food and medical supplies,

further evacuation information, water, power and.general safety information.

55. At 10am I walked under Rai

a5

2

into Gatton,

hool building and advised the residents of the

56. At 11.15am I conducted another meeti
, inaining evacuees to Gatton EVAC centre and

plan to send convoys to Gatton to franspo;

obtain necessary food, water and medical: amely prescriptions, Imodium tablets).

57.12.15pm — 1% convoy commenced. Ca ‘ to obtain food and water supplies, nappies/
baby supplies/ formula, fresh towels, o
transported the following four persons t
& Elizabeth BARRETT, Thomas SMILE
WARBURTON out via own vehicle — h il éﬁ p with friends in Gatton but did not register at

Gatton Evac centre}. This convoy consi

e foltowing drivers (and their vehicles were

used) ~ Sgt Darren COX (6 Sqd RAAR: icious; Geoff Purton, Kelvin Wood and two
others. Also part of the convoy was Bri s, I and Constable Ash Stevenson, amongst

several others.

for ey

59.1 had come across Constable Stev
sought permission to use him for the day up at Grantham School. As for Sgt COX, he had come

om the PFCP that morning and had

into Grantham Schoo! from Gatton with a resident and offered his assistance with the convoys, he

had previously been in Gatton at one of the evacuation centres.

60. At.about 2pm — 1° convoy returned.

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {Police officer's signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

(Witness’s signatuye)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William

61. At 3pm — 2™ convoy commenced. Convoy tasked to obtain further food and water supplies, dog
food/ pet food, generators, 35 loaves of fresh bread on order from Coles. Convoy also transported
the following three persons to Gatton for collection by family members (Children — Brydie &
Makayla PAUL (SIPPLE), Andrew Van ZELST). ~ Convoy also escorted two persons (named

Finn and Mackenzie?) out via their own vehiclé:
o

T

63, Mains water ceased during Wednesday nkewater only, still o power or landlines.

64, On Thursday 13™ January 2011 at abgu

remaining residents updated.

Monday morning.

I AM ABLE TO PRODUCE THE NOTES I gﬁﬁﬁCED ON 10" JANUARY 2011.

R.W. MINNS

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Police officer’s signature)

Witness’s signature
Cominissioner for Declarations’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Rodney William

dustices Act Acliuowledgement

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.y {Police officer’s signature)
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

(Witness’s signature)
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