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STATEMENT OF WITNESS .
Occurrencé‘#e

Date;  08/02/2011

Date of birth: Occupation: Semi-retired

Name
Rank: Reg.no.: 11199
Region/Command/Divisio ; Station: State Flying Squad

4.

and now live at
Francis MAHON radley MAHON. This is only a temporary

address after the fl dent in Grantham on 10™ January 2011,

We had

. have lived in Grantham all my life. [ am
very familiarwith-Grantham and-have extensive local knowledge in relation j
to flooding and water levels throughout the town, We no longer live on

_as our home was extensively affected by flooding on

the 10™ Jarmary 2011,

During the 1974 floods, I lived at 34 Charles Road, Grantham which was a
On the day that

farm roughly opposite 1472 Gatton-Helidon Road,

! !ltness‘s signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

Grantham flooded, I was in Sydney and I remember my Dad ringing me

and telling me that the fruit shop had gone with the flood and the whole

town had been flooded,

Every year that we had rain while I was young, we always knew to keep our
eye on the storm ' which is on the corner of William Street and
o side of the Warrego Highway, We would

shop and when it got to a certain point, we

would know to W and start preparing to get out. We always had

time to do what @ o do. We would speak with the school to get

parents organise kids out. We would’ve had roughly an hour

%

to get prepared and move our belongings.

Our property at| Grantham is 1 % acres, there is

a post and rail fen d and a large shed, The house was built a lot
higher than the 1
house is built. ]%
Gatton-Helidon Ri
neighbours (Ann

the neighbours o

¢l. The property is flat except for where the
the property is via a gravel driveway from
ould be about four (4) car lengths., The
d JAMES) on the Western side are on an acre,
i side (Wayne and Dell SIPPEL) are on two

(2) one-acre bloc. ay line is behind our property.

% of a kilometre to the south from our
propetty, In bet perty and Lockyer Creek there are farming
areas. In the timi I had lived at Gatton-Helidon Road, I have
never seen watex this direction. I have only ever known that

water hadronly:réachéd below:thigidairy: shed during previous big floods.

My Dad (Wendell CHARLES) had always told us that if we saw water
breaking from the Western side of the farm house near the dairy shed to

head to the railway line as it was the highest point around us. Dad always
used to talk about the 1893 flood and that the only areas visible in

(Witness's signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

Grantham were the School Hill and the hill south of Harris Street —
Cargill’s Hiil.

In the weeks leading up to the 10™ January 2011, 1 just remember there was

9,
rain for weeks and weeks, All the creeks were full and the ground was full.
I remember sayil : “going to see another 1974 flood. I remember
: : coming up out of the ground and onto the
veranda.
10. We had seen Iots§ n on the back yard but this was just normal
storm water — on; side of the yard. On Boxing Day, the 26"
Andrea, went to drive her car into the shed
d about 30 centimetres, This was just how wet
sver had trouble like that before and I kept
gito get another 1974 flood.
11. ' six (6) birds dying on the ground at the same
;ere only young ones that looked like they had
- It looked like the wet weather had really
ery unusual and I had never seen this before,
12. Leading up to the y 2011, 1 just remember more and more rain.
The rain was ever; as just constant. Occasionally, we’d see the
sun. It was very unus rantham weather,
13. lace (Betty CHARLES) and put
Mum’s mower in the trailer to get it up high just in case it did flood. We
. were neatly going to put her car up high as well but didn’t as we thougfxt if
we had to, we'd come back during the night to take care of this.
14. The Sunday night the 9™ there was a fairly big flood. We drove around for
quite a while checking on the creek levels. We did this a couple of times.
(Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

We were quite worried this night as the water was getting closer. The water
had gotten info our Son’s mate’s (Paul LINDENMAYER) yard.

A lot of people were out of their houses this night talking about the water
levels and checking the levels at Sandy Creck. About 10pm, I remember
in her car at some point on the Sandy Creek
alf: way up the headlights of her vehicle, I also
of Danny MAGUIRE, the rural fire brigade

1e ‘water over the road’ sign. John and Brad

secing an Asian
g

Bridge.

remémber seeifi
volunteer in Grmg
then organised tog push the Asian lady out of the water in our

Nissan Navara,

me — after we knew the water wasn’t going to
‘e been about 1.30am. John and I then just had

We ended up goin
get any higher, Thi

a cup of tea and gol

The following mo
— about Sam —to ¢
early as well, Br.

the way, I’m pret

ld’ve attended to normal household duties

During that mornin

T

g

including the was g really stands out to me,

Jessica and Andrea and Andrea’s two (2)

-home with lunch. There wasn’t much

About 12.30pm, 1
sons Liam.and:
rain at this time from memory. Iremember that Andrea received a phone

call from her partner (Ben BUCKLER) who was working in Toowoomba at

Endeavour. Andrea later told me that the conversation was about his

workplace getting flooded and he thought she might be in trouble at her

home whic vos [

{Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace {Qual,)/ (Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth
20. We were then alerted to Toowoomba having lots of water. We then went

down and had a look af Sandy Creek at the railway bridge. There was
water everywhere and it was slowly coming up. The water was higher than

what it was the Sunday lunch time.

¢ople who were also there. While we were
5 the water coming higher and higher. I then
cé that they should get out of Grantham as the

21. We ended up talki

y would get stuck in Grantham.

22, We then tried to g id said to Andrea and Jess to get back home to

Toowoomba., We: ing that it was going to flood again.

afternoon, that we eventually got home. John

2 has a UHF in her Pafrol, T was just getting

23. It would’ve been
still had the UH

out of the car and ea say “Dad, can you come and check out this

water, I’m g bit wp going through it, it looks a bit deep”,

24, John and 1 then and Jess up at Flagstone Creek and Gatton-

Helidon Road inteér;
over the right han
people that had
Withcott was flood

e drove up to the water. The water was half
¢ road. We pulled up there, We met some
wn from Toowoomba and they told us that

jid us not to go any further,

25, We then turned 4 tarted heading down to Mum’s, We got to
Dinner.Corner +t0.the right. John then said “Look at
the creek I can see the creek”, You can nover see the creck from Dinner

Corner, I payed no more attention to this and we went down to Mum’s at

L —

26. While driving, we heard over the UHF that the water was over the bridge at
Helidon. When we heard this John said “Bullshit, it never goes over that

{Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

27.

28,

29.

30.

31,

We get to Mum’s to check on her. Rachelle (our second daughter) called us
on the phone. She said “Mum, I’ve just ssen a warning on tv about a wall

of water in Toowoomba”. She told me that she guickly got on the internet

started to panic. I told John about the

He was at the b %ﬁ% > on and was going to go back to Gatton over
“ 'm at the bridge at Helidon. Jt’s higher than
get grandma and get to higher ground”.

¢ with us but she refused. She said she was
Jinntold me that all the power was out at this time,
e two (2) boys were in one (1) car and John

ent home,

ithe garage. We put our car in the garage after

oors after everyone got in.

garage area to the house and went

into the house. The office phone rang. I answered the phone and spoke to

Dave JAMES and spoke with him about the wall of water coming. He

didn’t believe me and commented about that I sounded as though [ was’

panicking. I then had to get John to convince Dave that a wall of water was

coming,

(Witness’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF; MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

32.

33.

34,

35.

36,

37.

38.

I then unlocked the laundry door and the pool yard door. John was still

convincing Dave at this time.

Andrea and I then saw the water coming around the pool yard. We just saw
water coming around the back of the house and from towards the SIPPEL’s
fioio% of this. This is the railway side of the house,

get the generator as he was worried about the

house, I then t

I am able to prodig; ﬁgge photos which I have referred to in my

evidence to the

i ,2 gﬁg%;ﬂotation rings for the two (2) boys and the

'f%}tfgse items inside just in case. We were starting

I then heard John{§

e
2

.1
We then went oufs{dg

I remember hearing John yelling “Get some towels and we’ll put them at
the door”. By the time John got half way back to the kitchen, this would’ve

been about 20 feet and took him about five (5) seconds the water was

already up to his knees.
(Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

39.

40.

41,

42.

43.

44,

Within a couple of minutes, there was busting and banging, Things were
breaking, I could hear glass smashing. We put the kids on the kitchen
bench — the breakfast bar and told the girls to get up there with them. John
and I then stood on two (2) kitchen chairs so that we could hold them.
While we were doing this %‘l@ fridge in front of us went bang, down and we

could hear everyt ng%%ﬁs:e 11 the house banging and busting. The water just

excp
The lounges — w E%(Z) lounge rooms — in both rooms just rose up
and went in circl boiling. The water was turning everything in

i to the dining table as well, It’s a huge table
cople and very heavy. The water just lifted it

told her what waghap

i

ﬁ,;" - gﬁ%iachelle to tell all the family that we love them

was up to my chff

after this and said “Mum, the choppers are

coming”.

With “that, I got my camera and my pilOIlB and threw it in the highest

cupbeoard on top of the stove. We had no more contact with anyone after

that.

We all said goodbye to everyone in the house because we thought that was

going to be the last time together.

(Witness's signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) prepating statement)
Page 8 of 14

QP 0125 Statement of Witness




CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

45,

46.

47.

48,

49,

50,

We have large double glass doors to the pool yard that were right beside us,
The water on the inside of the house was up to at least chest height, on the

outside, the water was higher than this and starting to buckle the glass

doors. We knew then that we had to get outside.

behind “ p the gush of water coming inside. We put the
boyg gggg knew they’d be safe and not drown. We all

As we got out th

delxTkhy was caused from all the water gushing through
. o .
Y ??iﬁgtﬁat direction. At this time, everything from the

tedifloating outside.
5

out from the insi

We thought we w
When I looked uf
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gate by climbing :

get up onto the rog

We then started

the roof, she too ;

: ' fup. Ithen thought about getting
a squatters chair and using thi§ to help Andrea up onto the roof. She
eventually got herself up on the roof. We were worried about the patio roof
being able to hold the weight of everyone and told them to move up to the

highest part of the house roof.

At this stage the water was still coming up and we didn’t know how high it

was going to get.

(Witness’s signature} (Justice of the Peace (Qual.y/ (Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

51.

52.

53.

54,

55.

56.

57.

I said to the girls that John and I would be right holding onto the squatters

chair and the pool fence, Jess then came over the edge and told us that we

were getting up on the roof no matter what.

ell. Ithen told John that he had to get up as
t up on the roof by trying to manoeuvre our

?% .«f‘f‘ b = p this but he wasn’t able to. He couldn’t
e
physically pull hig

&

roof line is lower}
on a bale of hay b %@pped John trying to get up on the roof section,

I eventually we
was still holding o)

red chopper and we knew it was a rescue

The chopper just came in. The fella was being lowered as the chopper was

getting closer, He was % of the way down and coming very fast.

The rescuer pointed to Locky and then they put the thing over him and then
they started lifting him up into the chopper. Then they came back and

! gltnessls signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

58.

59.

60.

61.

62,

63.

pointed to Liam and motioned again as fo how Liam was fo stand in order
to be rescued, Then Liam went up. Then they were going to take Andrea

as she was their Mother.

At this point, as they werescoming down I started flying off the roof. Jess

from flying off the roof. This was because of
;";élicopter — the down draft. I was then lifted up

)

I was then sittin ]
holding Locky -1d¢‘;§%§; As they were going back down, I saw Dave
JAMES clinging§to; }%‘éﬁ;ﬁer next door. I then tapped the man holding

Then next thing, Jessisasiin the chopper. Then within minutes, Andrea

was in, Then the)
said “What aboufzE

I
5
i

o :gl’s left back down on the gutter”. She was
. I think the rescuers then motioned to John

full chopper and {iih

of us in it

ERTON’s house and quickly dropped us out.
By that time, John FULLERTON was at the

b wire open so that we could all get through

They then took ul
They left the Docl

fence and was hol

We were all checked over by the Doctor. We were just wet and muddy and

dirty. Betty FULLERTON then attended to everyone with towels, drinks

efc.

As soon as we were dropped off, the chopper went back instantly. When

the next chopper came back I saw the KEEP’s come. ere down

{Witness’s signature)
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. Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Witness

Page 11 of 14




CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

64.

65.

66.

67,

68.

69,

70.

waiting for the chopper thinking John would be in that Jot, Stacey and
Matthew KEEP then collapsed.

I was walking back to the house and got as far as the fence and Matthew
came up to me. He told  me that they had just lost their little girl — Jessica -
and that he thogghfﬁifef% ifso lost everyone else in their house. At this
time, I wasionsolin

It was at least an hgu
really sure on thgili

We all went runn

veryone’s name. As everyone arrived, the

body. Andrea started providing cups of tea

Matthew then came up to me and asked if he could try my shoes on, Thad a
feeling that he wanted to get back to his house so I said no. Then he just
left and took off, He was gone for about three (3) hours. It was dark when
he got back. I could see that he had a small child in his arms — it looked

like he was only about three (3) years old.

{Witness’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78,

We were told by the Doctor that we might have to stay at the
FULLERTON’s for the night.

We were told that the chopper had fo leave and re-fuel and then take Stacey

to hospital as they th she might lose the baby as she was six (6)

e all piled into the utes and were taken to the

there, a few people were there waiting for us.

g%& people so that we had somewhere to sleep.

Syt

left the Hall and headed to Toowoomba after

hearing that we ?éga iltwheel drive and also hearing that the road was

open. We the drea and Matt’s house on Healy Street,

Toowoomba and : ¢ for two (2) weeks.

where we currently live.

We ended up going back to our house a day before they opened it up as we
had to get our guns out of the safe. This was on the following Monday. I
walked into the house and picked up a gold bangle that John had given me.
We had difficulty getting in- the front door because of all the mud. There

was debris and thick mud everywhere.

(Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {Signature of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MAHON, Kathleen Elizabeth

79. There were contents just strewn throughout and damaged, Everything was
everywhere. Mud and water had gone everywhere, I just went in and got

what I could and got out.

80, We are unsure gstg:whetl e will be able to rebuild as we have been told
¢ concrete slab completely dries to see whether

 this,

i insurance for our property through Suncorp

ugh a Broker and I think Vero Insurance are

8t.
Insvrance — it’s

the underwriters.

82, On 8" Februar ttended at Toowoomba Police Station and

provided this statgg it (0. Dotective Senior Constable Sym KHAILE.

ISTTTTTTIT RNy
T

Signed at ... TOOWOOMBA.,.,.this,.......8th,..day of .. FEBRUARY....201 1....

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
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