QUEENSLAND POLICE SERVICE
STATEMENT OF WITNESS Q:o,;

Al4

Occurrence #:

Date: 11/02/2011

Statement of

Name of wit Mervyn James

Date of birth Occupation:  Fire fighter

Police officer taking st
Name: STEVENS, Ma

Rank: Sergeant Reg.no.: 9119

Station: _Springfield

Region/Command/Divisio

Statement:
STATEMENT COMME 005HRS 11.02.2011:
Geoffrey Mervyn James D
1. T live at My contact phone numbers are

2. I am employed wi sland Fire and Rescue Service. I have been
employed with the ars and I am the currently the Captain of the
Gatton Fire Station o a permanent firefighter at the Ipswich Fire

Station. My duties response, rescue and Level 2 USAR (Urban

fficer, (senior member) on the
auxiliary appliance 677E at Gatton Fire station. This is a QFRS 4wd truck
which is usually staffed by four but on this day we only had three. In this
appliance was myself and Gary Carsburg and Thomas Dixon. At Gatton there

are no swift water rescue trained QFRS staff but on this day I had my kit with

me.

— (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: DIXON, Geoffrey Mervyn James
4. Our FireComms for the southeast corner is at Southport and all reports via

8.

W (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/

000 are taken here and then detailed to respective crews as required. At
1340hrs we were tasked to a woman a children stuck in a house with rising
waters on Murphy’s Creek Road. I don’t have the exact address but this
would be recorded on our QFRS Fire report which is a log of events. The fire

report number is 0 were other QFRS vehicles on this job too.

o vehicles were able to proceed past the
Road. Just past the substation there is a dip in

the road and the w ss the road preventing us from going further.

We were able to ge through to FireComm that we were stuck but

after that our comm ‘were scratchy and broken. We did however

have truck to truck ~other QFRS vehicles in the area.

We then evacuated m nearby houses at this location just from

ople self evacuate and leave the area to move

visual observations.
the water over the road was what I would call

unications with other QFRS trucks we knew

to higher ground. A
normal flooding b

there was more wate;

We heard it first. Tl and crashing of trees was one of the sounds
ybe two metres was coming towards us from
Creek and a second wall of water coming
towards us from t also. At this time we were parked on a

highpoint on Post Road. We physically couldn’t go anywhere.
ratched it rise up above the wheel height of
p. We were talking via radio to
another QFRS truck that was near the substation at the corner of Murphy’s
Creek Road and Postman’s Ridge Road. We had visual contact with them too

but couldn’t get to them or vice-versa.

We were stuck at this location for about an hour not being able to do much

other than watch things float past. While we were there we saw lots of things
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: DIXON, Geoffrey Mervyn James
float past us. These things included tanks, a bit of live stock, part of a shed or

house cause we could see it was a roof, a vehicle (white tray back utility), we
could see in the vehicle and there was no one in this vehicle, a brown 20ft
shipping container. We later located that vehicle during a subsequent search

ar Withcott Seedlings’ driveway.

down Postman’s Ridge Roa

9. After the wa ked up with the other appliances and changed

have a swift water rescue team. Kerry Weier

came into 677E wi additional equipment. Once we had done this
we headed off to th at Murphy’s Creek Road.
10. When we got there er appliance 645M we found the woman and

children standing o eck. They appeared to be OK and the 645M

appliance attended er out.

11. We then went to M Road, Murphy’s Creek which is the road that

goes up to Spring cked up comms after meeting with the other
appliance. We wer: d this job re reports of persons washed out of

a house. (I am aw Firecomms kept a running job on all these

events which is wh d everything against the one job number).

12. When we got up to Road we met up with some Queensland Rail

staff who advised u male person looking for his parents. I'm not

sure of the exact ad surname was Matthews. We spoke with the
male person who w:

We had to cal

c trying to get us to help him find his parents.
set. some sense out of him and I recall him
telling et into the roof when he saw his
mother get swept out of the kitchen area of the house and then saw his father

attempt to assist her. He was swept out also. The sister wasn’t there when we

first arrived.

itneg5/S signature (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature ot police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: DIXON, Geoffrey Mervyn James

13. Kerry and I had to get across a broken bridge to gain access to the property
before we could speak with him. He told us that he had already got his sister

across this bridge.

pened, Kerry and I started making our way

for his mother and father. The creek was
just masses of debris everywhere. We were
one side and Kerry the other, then we would
. By that time the water had subsided from
was now was probably four or five metres.

y members doing searches too. They had

15. We had been search an hour before we got information from one

y son-in-law, directed us to the first victim. He

ter on a bank. He was on the side of the bank

of them, a male pers

was quite a distan

closest to Murphy

16. When we got the where the victim was we went back to the

road and then walked in the rest of the way.

appliance and dro

The victim was p ed, with just a shirt missing. The male who

may have been the s with the victim holding him. When we got

there the victim w eceased with no signs of life. We didn’t have

comms with FireC s stage but we were able to make contact with

another appliance, 675A, who came to this area. We tasked that

crew to stay with t d we notified the police at this stage too. We

met up ¥ woomba. (Not sure of their names

but both males). They then came with us to search the banks further

downstream.

17. Quite a distance further, if you follow the creek maybe 500metres further, we
located the female victim. She was entangled and partially covered with

debris on the edge of the bank, again the road side of the creek. There were

I!nn!s ‘s 51gna|ure| (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Jlgna\ure !poLce o\lwer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: DIXON, Geoffrey Mervyn James

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

no signs of life whatsoever. Her shirt was missing and she was face down
entangled in the vegetable matter at this location. The bank was falling in a
little bit here so the decision was made in consultation with the police officers
to move the victim away from here so she wouldn’t fall in the creek. We just
moved her back up the bank a bit further. Before we moved the victim, one of

hotos of her in situ with a camera he had with

the police officers took s

him.

At that point the ¢ arrived at this spot. Kerry and I spoke with

the two girls and al ith the police about the two girls wanting to

see their mother. W the raincoats of one of the police officers to

cover the victim an ughters were allowed to come down and see

their mother.

We then waited for officers to attend and after they had finished

we carried the vict roadside. There was a little, indent sort of

cattle yard off to road and both victims were carried to this

location. By the tim there it was dark.

During these event egular SITREPS to our Firecomms via radio.

We usually do this there was no phone reception in this area.

ycation we returned to the Gatton Fire Station

After we had finis

which had now be ICC (Incident Control Centre). From here
crews and they had basically set up a swift

of the technicians. When we are in

In that taskforce we were detailed tasks from the ICC to attend different
locations in the Helidon, Sandy Creek, Brightview and Grantham areas.
These tasks generally related to evacuations from flood affected areas. Mostly

from flood affected houses. On each task we would radio to ICC the results

M—and whether we had made it to the location or not. Some of these tasks we
(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Si-e—r-
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: DIXON, Geoffrey Mervyn James
couldn’t gain access safely due to flooded waters. The tasks we attended to

would be recorded at ICC on an incident log. We weren’t transporting any
people at all. We would remove them if necessary and then Police or SES
would transport them to the evacuation centres. I continued doing these duties

until about 3am on Tuesday 11 January 2011.

23. was working in the Operations Control Centre

which is part uties included tasking QFRS appliances and

staff to attend to jo at there were many tasks detailed on this day

including searches orts of located deceased persons and more

ided we were able to gain access to further

evacuations. As th
properties. All thes skings are recorded in the ICC on incident

logs.

interviewed by staff of the QFRS where 1

s as outlined above. This interview was

24. Since these events
provided details o

electronically recor

Justices Act Acknowledgement

Jus

I acknowledge by virtue of section 110A(5)(c)(ii) of the Ji

¢} This written statement by me dated 11.0 tained in the pages numbered 1 to 7 is true to the

best of my knowledge and belief; and

(2) I make this statement knowing that, if it s evidence, I may be liable to prosecution for stating

in it anything that T know is false.

Signed at Gatton this...11th..day of February 2011

(Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature 61 police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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