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Upper Brisbeane River Valley.

FAX. 61.7.3405.9750. tst August, 2011.

Ms J. Moyiihan,

Txecutive Pirector,

Gueenslani Flaoods Commissivn of Enquiry,
G P.0O.Box 1738,

BRISB&NE

\ 3. WGOt.

|
‘ RATHBURNIE ESTATE NATURE REFUGE

SUBMISSTON REFERENCE 1551695. (15/3/11)
INADEQUATE CATCHMENT FLOOD MAPPING DATH.
YOUR LETTZR REF. 1607738 (18/5/11)

|
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Dear Ms Moynihan,

i
n forwariing the Commission the above informastion available

to me sin:e my late husband purchased this property 180 river
miles fron the estuary of the Brisbane Rver in 1932, I felt
obliged t) be constructive rather then ceeklng to lay blame
for the Jimuzary 10-11 events,

However i: listening to the FReports fecllowing the release
to—day 0f the Commission's preliminary findings, I feel
¢bliged t)» bring certain points to tae Commission.

1. SOMERS T DAM. This is a concrete wall designed to hold

| back a calculated weight of wate# in its design. The
weilght of silt is some 4O% heavier than water; and both
dams ot the uprver Brisbene River Catciament are subject to
hezvy iltetion,

In my original Submissicn, I encloserd a STBMISSION TO
TSOMER IET FUTHTRESY, enclosing "A Fluvial Afudit of the
Up rer ‘irisbasne Biver by the Austreslizn Rivers Institute
of i fiths University which supparted my contention.

2. WHIVEN ICE DAM. This is an esrth wsll buiit on a2n active
seism.¢c Fault (confirmed to me by the University of
rueeniiland,) Tt ig apparent this fault extends uv the
upwer Brisbane River (During the 19)9—45 war period,

i my la‘e husband was told a tremour of 4 asceurred durlng
‘ hlﬁ z2lisence’ on War service at Mt.Stzaley, =ome 12 k.m,

© upstreem of Y"Rathburnie'.)

|
No doubt 1hke Dam Tngineers had these facts 2t the back of their
minds wher faced with the dilemna in January last!

3. UPSTRUAM OF WIVINIOE - U-PER SBrisbane River.

! fnclored is copy of a letter written $o th- leather Buresu

! on 2Lih December, 2010, which expressed my concern that
our iwcsmber rainfsll had excesdsl 511 records since 19372
purch: se of "Rathburnie " ; and raouesting more automotic

| gauges s be instslled un Cooyar Creek rising in the Bunya

|

Mount:ing, To date this has never been acknowledged by
the Weather Burean.




z'd

(ﬁ

Sl

00D COMISsION. Page 2.
ef.1551695,

1/8!2011.

WPSTREPAM OF WIVERIOS DAM (gont.) DECEMBER/JANTIARY M)IL.

However, 2 cloudburst up Gregor's Cresk (which enters

the upper Brishane HEver betwsen Harlin and Toogoglaw§n? or
wzshed out power poles and caused an outzge of alectrlcltygéh)
'n the wrsle district - so ~utomatic gauges would have

been usclzss as A warning of river rises upstresm; and

unlese on2 hod battery radio, tuis form of commiticstlon
would alss nave been useless. We have no mobile

recention in the Milly ceuntry of the gatchment Hend-

waters - 500 ft. above sealevel, wilh a 211 of seven

faot te tas mile in the watercoursey cloudbursts rush
downstresu.

\

Fouses ars located on the highest ledges 2bove tie
watercourses; but fences and farm lnfrastructures (e.g.
windmills, irrigetion pumps and swuction and undergroun@
pining etc) must be located oan tae irrigataed flood pleins
abnve the webtercourse but below these ledges.

Livestock sre locked off these areas and 1lrrigation
sumps reroved *as’ s precaution when rainfzll indicates
floodine is likely; =nd this was done 1in the wetiest
Nacember 2010 on record, and plans for Christmas were
cancelled accardingly.

Tug DELUCE, 11/1/2011.

\ -
hbout micnight on the night of 10/11/1/2011 a cloud
buit up overhead with abnormal sheet lightning and
frequent fork lightning , and in the darknress it seomed
to resi cu the top of the 11s beaind tas homestead.
The rain "roared! down the gulliss ~ next day we
measured 8" had fallen in the two hours snd the rain
had battersd the gsrdens soll into 'concrete' like
surfaces which later had to be rinped up nnd iraezstod
Vitg CYnEum.

THE DAMACE. At daylight we surveyed the damage. Tae

water cnvered the whole of the flood plain and reached

the foot of tze ledges on which the buildings were located -
never before known since the property was nurchased. It

had alrezdy fcllen 1 meter by daylight; but took some

2" days before we could sse some 0 Thaa druaze that mng
sccurred by this wall of water which had swelled from
the downgpour whichk started on the upper reaches o0f ihe
sastern tranch of the headwaters laltially.

Qur 181 %indmill which had stood in »11 other floods,

our power pole serving the underground hore and another
serving the homes and other structures had been snkapped
off at ground 1 vel, feuces were non-existent and about

1810 of silt covered the lucersne flats with logs, trees

and ot*e; debris on top. Tis river banks were badly
sroded with lovely gum trees some 200 years old (estimated)
washed out, underg-ound irrigation mains and power potles
had been wasned swzy, =nd the river had cut 2 wider course
Later we found as the water further subsided Ehat al]_‘g

%0 or =o conerete causeways 2ad been degtroyve r

bsdly denesged - never before seen 1n prevlogs 760ds.
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8 Thane cmusewsys are located on the »nartly vitumen
" raa¢ ronning upstresm from Linville - crossing

pacl bend of the river which winds arcound the hills
whi? 5t t1e road runs roughly in a straight line tc

serie the homesto=zils on.each bend.
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‘ An ¢ x-Army visitor crossing Ho.1 Causeway {(now
‘ des!royed) remasrked "it was like & war zone'l.

|

DAMAGT (COIT.) With Governmant annroval we coutracled
2 bulldozerstruck contractor to erect groins across
the wide stream to divert the new river course from
removing sore than the estimated 2 ha. of 21lluvial
lucerne 1lats; and are awaiting & hydrologist from
S%E.Q. Catchments! advice as to final design necessary.

ogether the costs of repairs will amount to aprroximately
IBO,000 plus loss of income freom the silt dastruction of
erne paddocks; and osr Insursnce has rejected the claims
"Iloods" are exempt, =zlthough tae damzge was caused by

is sbnormal deluge not by what had always been considered
nprmal’ floods even in 1974.

il e A LR R R

FORECASTS. People in the T.V, interviews were blaming

Weather RBurezu. I understand a recent publication in

bburet attritated these clou'bursts to a "chminey of cold

- streteiiing into the 7ilgh stmosphere and affecting what
erwice would have besn rain depression lows to bring on
"dumping" doiunpours.

cn livlihoods depending on sale of lucerne hay, we are

iy conscious 3f the uncertain weather forecasts, Recent!y

delayed cuttlng Way on another higher wvpart of the proverty
thelweather vas forecast to bring 5" of rzin to the s.e.0.

oplty to find it missed us and reached northrern N,.S.¥. with
rehiliznt Flooding there Instepd.
}

Please do not 1lay the blame on the Weather RBureau
shll the Dam Bngs neers who did not heed their supposed warnings.
Thise deluges came out of an otherwise normsl wet season
spfnario with n» warning in the sky as darkness fell.

I| frust you wil.. find these comments of some value in your
deliberations.
Fiurs truly,
(¥d]s. )V.D. BURNE"'T AGED 84)
. i

qRWSTEE - ESTATE G,C.BURNETT (DECH,)

i
B.5. ¥We hid no access until causewnvs o G e Li
> h 1 AECess U SeWLYS5 wWere TemnQrarilis
repelred on 27/1/11, no telephone (washed ous é%f
rivel bed beside each causeway) until 30 /11 and
no electricity until #4/2/2071.
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The Bureau of Meteprology,
F%X. 3239.¢ 687.

Bris=bzne.

Dear Sirs,

-

DATTRURNIE ESTATE KATURE REFUGE

Upper Brisbane River Vall

2hth December, 2010,

AVOCAVALE — 180 RIVER UILES FROM ESTUARY
OF BRISEANE RIVER AND 2 RIVER CROSSINGS
BELOYW THZ JURCTION 2F COOYAR CREZK AKD
+H7m TPFER BRISBAWE RIVEE.

nRezthburnl: " was curchased by My late hugband Graham
Campbell BIRNETT in 1932, when the sale advertisenants

qéoted an amnuel rainfsll of LOU.

However silee then, reinfell records trken at 9 a.m.

encn morniag have-given an average
with 10 fells over yO" since tnend,
45.5" in 1378.

\

This year to date we aave recorded]ES,Eﬂfto date #ad
this has reen & days of sunshine in-December, {the rest
The amount of cloud cover is abnormal

being cloivded.

rzinfall of 30
the hig=est belng

in ‘my 55 jears living nere; end whilst I Bealise the

5.9.I. anct M.J.C. have probzbly com

e together to give

higher rainfall then pormal, it seems logical to
conc ude 1hat the discherge of sulphur from the Folcancs

in north :nd scuth haenispheres
earbon/sul phur emissions) is the ca

(ic addiion to human

tse of the excsssive

cloud covir, and the +rees this year have dense canoples
which wher. respiring could release mMOTre rzin from the

clouds?

Tivips as we do below thejunction O
western B enches of the Upper Brisb
has Lords living st ME, Stanley” and
gauge te
and reach us in 12 horrs, there are
4n th: lover reaches of Czoyar Cree

this year) . This
Camp Duck adan at Avocavsle walch ¢
+00 perscils. )

Counld you instal a reinfzll zutomat

ap Cooyar froel to Soive our problem please?
grver 30 causeways crogeing the upper Brisbane

f the eastern and
an= River (which
an zutomatic rezinfall

ndicate what likely river Tises could occur

ipsufficient residents

‘ k{which carries wmach
nore water’ from its source in t%e Bunya Mts. downstrasam)
Fo give us any indicaticn of river rises likely to cut
4s off by stream rises (two of which -avs reeched 12 ft. )
5 especially impirtant to the Liouns ?;;z&,ggf il

Z
bzt

aters for guests uv

el i
ic guage Somevwliers '
There are

River

rom AVOCaVale upstresm and msny families are affected

by unforseen flooding.

then give thls reading as wel' a8 %

with bes! Wishes for the Festive Se
rnatndia nf tR=thhurniet!

Tt would also help if Regional Radio at Toowoocmbe cou}d

nwat for®Mt.Stanley

in their »orning. Country #eather Report.

agop from the igolated

_ river#h meters niaT o Sl EeTAT &

éié::2§ﬂ¢,§2Le¢f
oL irr tor ™
Ptz



Uoper Bri

River - topj
Ceouseway A pa

11/1/201 1

oking unstré;
Tucerns {114

Hp tracs Jaof
than one ol

Note White

delivery m=]

left hanging
wotercourss
used to run
side of phol

Lvoeca Credl

bitumen rd
rise to Li
‘ickedang
an Aborigi
Cammn from |
Found , 2
thiers wes
Tra2e With
canoe scan
down tnis

gd

—_

Hoad.

KAV BURE L LS LT NEVUREERE
Honmestead. REPFUGE
AVOCAVALE. c

LR
o



|

i i

properties |

1
FLVE hours on horsepd k Jeading 2
pack horse through Big couniry in-
tersceted by deep crdelis and rough
mountainous e hv a task
which didn’t phase Siejwart Ebbern

from Linvile. |

Avoca and Mt Sthufley fan:uhes

isolated by the record flbods in early

January had been redugiplied by pri-
vaie helicopter dropq ugitil early last
week 7 } I \

But when it becjme uncertain

when the next aerial upply could

be undertaken, Stewhi} Ebbern vol-
unteered to ride in pith groceries
and mail. ! I

In describing the gt of country
that Stewartrode intp [bst Saturday;

contract musterer J¢ a!‘n Dohle from

Linville said it was § jpit like a jig-
saw puzzle’.

“You really need poffinow where
things are otherwisgifls really easy
tn gat hiiched 7 Toh Hal

4 EMI' l..l'll‘ﬂll'ldtl, R ‘:‘. LA
This was not a pry mforSI:ew—
s been mus-

art Ebbern, 61, who|h§

tering in that countrly fll his life.

An arded incentijego his resup-
ply ride was his dj !;s Ficna
whe lives on one of ghe isolated
properties with he . hand Dun-
can Williamson andjegns, Jack and
Tom. I

Stewart's ride tdoM him across

Monsildale Creek, § .;L ol Creek,

Avoca Creek and th iii: up a moun-
tainside where he ched a long
spur that brought ler out to his

final destination. |
An hour into the rjde, he dropped
mait and supplies t4 Hhe Clarksons
at Avoca Vale and fhin continued
north to the Willi2 5; Highfields
IP There be

property at Mt n.i i

gd

Stew irt Ebbem on

was 1 1et by the Lord families and Ron
Dum ing.

As lked what the country he rode
thrm sh Inoked like after the flood,
Stew it said the damage he saw could
only have been caused by a wall of
wate .

“ he grassis nice and green but the
creel :beds have drifted and the banks
have been torn out by the water.”

It vas a flood that Stewart says was
biges r than any he has seen before.

<] here’s trees ripped out or pushed
over along the creek - it looks to me
like : - big wall of water came down at
som: stage during the flood - nothing
else could have caused that sort of
dam; 1ige.”

In the couniry around Moore and
Linv lle and further north, the flood
that jlder residents talk about is the
one 1 thich washed throngh in 1935.

«] pelieve this flood was bigger than
that, ' Stewart said.

&F 2 ANEE Trorao o lid lednein T inmlla
11 L0, L wWad o P VAL 21 LILLIVLLE

with my family and I remember where
the ' vater reached back then - this

’ fiood was definitely bigger”

A d there is some evidénce that the
fioot may have surpassed the biggest
knoy o flood in the Upner Brishane
Rive - - the second flood of February
1892 The first flood was caused by rain
that ell from January 31 fo February 3
in 1¢ 93 - but the highest rainfalls oc-
curr :d in the Stanley River Catch-
men . The second flood that year broke
the 1 ainfall records in the Upper Bris-
bame River. Catchment in the days
Iead ng up to February 17.

. “] was talking to Dan Hall who has

rainfall records back to 1893 and he :

seems to think the flood up here this : -
year was bigger than the second flood il

in 1863

“Up at Highfields, Fiona recorded ’
172mm (688pts) in one pight and fur- - - -
ther up they measured 180mm L

(720pts) that same night.”

There is s still one family, Kenneth
and Gail Davis, who remain totally iso-
lated. )

“They live on the Eastern Branchof
the Brishane River and some ofthe ce-
ment culverts up there have been :
completely ripped out - there’s nothing
left-of the crossings at all.

“And everywhere in the creeks and
the river there are great drifts of sand
and gravel and in some places the
course of the water has changed com-
pletely.

“The flood has caused havoe.”

The damage to fence lines is also .

beyond what Stewart has witaessed -

e
EICEUL 5

“In some places the fences have
been pushed over but in others there’s
nothing left at ail.”

All the properties in the Mt Stanley
and Avoca areas remain without tele-
nhone landlines. Power was restored
o most homes last Friday.

. “We lost power in Linville on the
Sunday night (January 9) and the land-
lines wen{ on Monday (January 16),”
Stewart explained.

“We've got the power back now at
home (Alicevale just north of Linville)
but there’s still no landline and we're
told it could be quite some time before
they’re fixed.”






