QUEENSLAND POLICE SERVICE
STATEMENT OF WITNESS ol
7]

Qccurrence #:

Date: 20/01/2011

Statement of
Name of witnes es; Edward
Date of birth® | 45 f‘:%___ Occupation:  Forklift Driver

Police officer taking st
Name: MURRAY, Ke

Reg. no.. 9889

Rank: Detective Sex"g

Station: Task Force Galaxy

. Statement:

Tuask Force Galaxy

Guattornn Police Station

to West and had an old wood and tin shed at the back.

3. The house was owed by my mum but is not insured.

4. The house on the Southern side was number _ It was a

White Queenslander built South to North. It had one adult male in it who worked
for the council. He had a twin cab Red ute,

(Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
Commissioner foi Declarations’s signaturg) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WILKIN, James Edward

5.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

. Around 3:30pm I was dowintf

The house on the Northern side was number _ It was

owned by my’ brother Robert John WILKIN (28 years). It was a Cream .
Queenslander which faced North to South.

My phone land number at home was-
and the carrier is Telstra,

My mobile phone number

- onto higher shelves as the creek was flooding

Marty Warbuiton by pla n‘@% _
ter had reached the bridge on Gatton Helidon

Road and was lapping
lately getting in the st
driving through the floo

stock.

A lady at the shop was le phone and I over heard her say that Helidon
was flooding and cars g swept off the Warrego Highway at Helidon, I
told Marty I was off ho off on my bicycle.

I walked into the house

Rob shouting.

I walked out in my dri{;@, aw a wall of water coming towards the house
across the Gatton Helidon Road. The water
hocolate milkshake, 1t was full of logs and

even cats. & om where [ was standing. It was

travelling real fast maybe 60 — 70 kmph. -
I thought holy fucking shit and was worried that I was in some real trouble.

I saw my brother was driving his Blue 4wd towards me and stopped at the brick
house at 13 Citrus Street Grantham. He was shouting at people in that house that

the water was coming and to get fo the railway line,

(Witness's signature {(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
' Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WILKIN, James Edward
19. He drove past me and I saw a lot of people in his car and stopped at Railway

Strect, These people included Lisa SPEILING, Hans SPEILING, Claus
SPEILING, Elsa SPEILING, Sharon McCRAY and aman called Jan
20. All the people jumped out of his vehicle and ran up to the railway tracks.

21. The water had not reached our house so Rob and I went back with the 4wd to his

Marcus CASSLANO

around one foot hi gh.

0f ?;;tzie trailer and the car and boat started to shift

me down Railway Street in an Eastern direction
Wwas carrying cars including an OZ logic van
lway Street.

ong and that we were going to die.

29, Rob started the engine and we were facing West along Railway Street. I was at
the back with Marcus in the passenger seat, Everyone clse we had saved was on
the railway line watching us.

30. Both Rob and I acknowledged to each other that four people were hanging onto a
fence post along the railway line around 30 metres North of the boat, They were

all holdiﬁg on and the post was bending under the strain,

{Witness’s signafiire) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
‘Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WILKIN, James Edward _
31. Rob steered us towards the people and had the boat at full power but we hardly

moved forward, After a couple of minutes we got close and saw that it was
Brendan KEEP, his mother, Natasha KEEP and her husband. Ipulled Brendan in

to the boat and dodged some cars. We powered back and picked their mum. At

that time the engine overheat light came on. Rob furned the boat off and the boat

floated against the rai
32. We all got out ha and her husband floated towards us.
33. At this time I saw a w; gh coming down the railway line towards me,

36: I shouted to them “Harg. E niihielicopters were comingl”

37. They keep yelling as w; ds the school.

38. As we all got to the in
young girls on top of }

Street towards the rai
attempting to steer the gats /ey did not acknowledge me.

39. We ‘all kept running
Street. A male adult hanpitig on to some trees near the railway lines, The

was.

40, As we past

41. 1 just kept {Hinking
42, As I ran towards the railway bridge it was starting to go under water.
43, Shortly after that I saw the Gilberts car hit a power poll with some force neatby.

It threw Gilbert and one girl into the water, The last girl held onto the car roof
until it the railway line and she fell off. She was close enough to the railway

bridge and was grabbed by some people to safety.

itness’s signature (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF; WILK]N, James Edward
44, T saw Gilbert and the girl in the water move past me quickly around 60 kmph, I

could not make ;out there movements or condition at that time in the flood water,

45, I didn’t see Gilbert or that girl after that.
46. As 1 got towards the railway bridge I saw Gilberts car get sucked under the

bridge.
47. At this time I had my:$5 6 s under my arms and wading through the water
which was_hil were getting sucked vnder the railway bridge

rising quickly.
49. 1 could see people on V.
50. I was shouting at them

51. Andrew SMITH, Craig
us out. They undid the

52. We crossed one last dé

school.

53. I stopped for a minute

54, Rob and I ran back int _ ér%and helped them back to safety. They told me

55, At that time the water d the railway bridge went completely under
’
water, '
56, 1 breathed aitt this’ 1 worried as water was all around

us and just didn’t seem to be stopping. The water was all around us including

Morgans Road.
57, The water was roaring and loud. 1 can’t remember at times how loud the water

was but overall it was like a jet engine. I recall that when speaking at distance I

had to shout.

{Justice of the Peace (QuaL.)/ (Signature of police officer
_ Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) prepating statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WILKIN, James Edward
58. Rob and I walked up to the primary school and saw a large shed getting flooded

by water near the railway siding, The shed made a terrible noise as it was
crushed and torn away towards Morgans Road heading East. As it floafed away

it took out a power pole with a crunch.
iving quarters of the Grantham pub ripped off

59. Five minutes after thai T saw
EHeading East.

bd house behind the Grantham shops. I could
I thought to myself how high was the water

the main building and flod

60, I saw waf J

see water up to the Second

62. I walked back to scho
She said her name was
over her sister and dad.2L{oldAies] would look after her.

63. I asked some of the lad
64, [ walked back down V.

T couldn’t fell you the t stage and didn’t have a watch.

06. I stayed with my ex-wi

d picked up people from the school. 1 didn’t
alking out, That day I was supplied food

70. The police officer and his wife who was a school teacher drgam'sed the refugees.
They did the best they could and we were all looked after. At some point a
generafor was set up so we could cook a barbecue.

71. I walked out on the 12 of January 2011 around 7:40am, The water was back to

normal levels. The mud was up to my knees and I saw debris and far as you

could see.

(Signature of police officer
preparing statement)
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1tness’s signature

QP 0125 Statement of Witness




CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WILKIN, James Edward
72. I walked about 2 km down Gatton Helidon Road towards Gaiton.

73. Police had a road block setup and I spoke to Percy CHARMERS nearby who
drove me into Gatton to the Gatton Sports Cenire. City Council had a refugee

Centre setup and I supplied my name.

74. 1 walked to my friend, AnthonysHUGHES house at_

and stayed there.

76.1 have always lived if

bt
[,

years. The town floodéd

COnCein.

78. No person or authority |

R

79, The only town plan du; in
near the railWay bridg

rose and fell slowly.

81. On Tuesday the 18" of
82. The house was totally;

The house was a big pil

liness’s signaiure) {Justicg of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
' Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WILKIN, James Edward

84, This is a true and accurate summary on my involvement in this matter,

James Edward WILKIN_ P

Justices Act Acknowledgement

1 acknowledge by virtue of section 110A(5)(c)(ii) of the { 1886 that:

't This wrilten statement by me dated 20 I3
the best of my knowledge and belief; an

in it anything that I know is false.

rranvnerasinrreesrarnnanerar

Signed at ..Gatton ..this.....19...day of...January.

{2) I make this statement knowing that, if i Lvér&%ﬁ%&sl{ ¢d as evidence, I may be liable to prosecution for sfating

(Justice of the Peace (Qual,)/ (Signature of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) . preparing statement)

itness’s signature
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