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PREMIER’S BRIEFING NOTE
Governance

To: THE PREMIER
Date: 17 November 2010
Subject:

Development of a Protocol dealing with the

. release of Floodwater from Wivenhoe and

Somerset Dams

Tracking Folder No. TF/10/27087
Documenl No DOCH0M50108

Apf)roved I ét,Approv gl Noted

Premier, ......................................
Date ¢ "(l (4,70 -

« RECOMMENDATION
it is recommended that you:.

— sign the letters to the Lord Mayor of the Brishane City Council (BCC) and Mayors of the
Ipswich Gity Council and the Somerset Regional Council seeking to put int place as an
interim measure the draft protocol pending finalisation and formal sighature by the four
parties to the protocol (Attachment 1).

» KEY ISSUES

— Following your request on 14 October 2010 for the development of a protocol with the
Brisbane City Council concerning the release of floodwaters from Wivenhoe Dam, a
working group of officers from the Department of Environment and Resources
Management, SEQwater, Queensland Police Service, Bureau of Meteorology, the
Department of Community Safety and the Department of the Premier and Cabinet
developed a draft protocol as a basis for consultation with councils.

— The initial focus of the draft protocol was on the techhical assessment of the release of
flood waters from the Wwenhoe and Somerset Dams and public communication.

- Foilowmg consuitat;on Wlth BCC and Ipsw1ch City Council on 28 October 2010, the
protocol was broadened to include general flooding within the- Brisbane Rijver-

catchment, mcludlng floodwaters from Wivenhos and Somerset Dams. BCC also sought
Sp&CIfEC changes to clarify that any agency may initiate public commumcations and that
the:State would have ‘no right to veto’ a public message that was the respons:bmty of

another agency!authonty

— Any agency may trigger the provisions of the protocol commencmg Wlth technical
monitoring and assessment, followed by briefing and activation of arrangements, if
necessary, and public communications.

— Decision- makmg principles contained in the protocol include the paramount importance
of public safety, consideration of upstream and downstream commuriity impacts, agreed
" regtilar and consistent communications, flexibility in decision making around public
communications and disaster management, and the use of the Manual of Operational
Procedures for Flood Mitigation at Wivenhoe Dam and Somerset Dam for dam

management decisions.

~ Ipswich City Council has indicated its support for the protocol. While BGC Senior
Officials have indicated their agreement, formal BCC support is yet to be provided.

_ Finalisation of the protocol has been delayed due to the late engagement by Somerset
Regional Council and the BCC not providing final sign-off at the political level.

—  While steps are being taken to implement the finalisation of the protocol, | recommend
that you write to the Lord Mayor and Mayors of Ipswich and Somerset requesting that
the protocol be implemented on an interim basis pending finalisation and formal
signature. Draft letters are attached for your consideration (Attachment 1).

~ A copy of the protocol reflecting the changes sought by Ipswich City Council and BCC is

at Attachment 2.

Ken Smith
Director-General

Comments (Premier or DG)
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Premier of Queensland

Far reply please quote: ES/BS - TF/10/27087 - DOC/10/153018

The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Brishane
Councillor Campbell Newman

Office of the L.ord Mayor

GPO Box 2287

BRISBANE QLD 4001

Executive Buildim'g
100 George Street Brisbane

PO Box 15185 Chy East
Queensland 4002 Australia

Telephone

Faesinile

Emalt

Website wWW.Iheplemiernglo.gov.au

| refer to my letter of 15 October 2010 concerning the development of a protocol

concerning the release of flood waters from Wivenhoe Dam.

| am pleased to note the collaborative spirit in which the attached draft protocol dealing
with the Communication of Flooding Information for the Brishane River Catchment -
including Floodwater Releases from Wivenhoe and Somerset Dams has been
developed. The cooperation and input from Brisbane City Council officers, together with
the input from other councils, the Bureau of Meteorology and Queensland Government
agencies have enabled the development of a protocol to help ensure that robust and
consistent information can be provided o the community in relation to possible flooding

in the Brisbane River catchment,

Recent comments received from the Somerset Regional Council are still to be
incorporated and the draft protocol recirculated to all parties. [ appreciate that the
Brisbane City Council may have additional comments to make to the protocol following
consideration of these additional comments. However, given the predictions for the
forthcoming summer storm and cyclone season by the Bureau of Meteorology,

| suggest that the protocol should be implemented oh an interim basis pending its

finalisation and formal sign-off by the four parties to the protocol.

The implementation of the draft protocol as an interim measure will provide a framework
for the communication of flood information to the community pending the protocol’s

formal finalisation.

X Queensland
- Government



Once again | would like to thank you and the officers from the Brisbane City Council for .
their cooperation and input into the development of the interim protocol. Should you
have any questions in relation to this mater please do not hesitate to contact Mr Ken
Smith, Director-General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet on telephone

Yours sincerely

//,ﬂ//m: ((2 fﬁzMZ ......

ANNA BLIGH MP /
PREMIER OF QUEENSLA

*Enc! \
N
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Premier of Queensland

© Executive Building
For reply please quote: ES/BS — TF/10/27097 — DOC/10/163031 100 George Street Brishane

PO Box 15185 City East
Queensland 4002 Australia

Telephon
Facsimile
illest i Emall
COUNCI”OF Paul Pisasale Website vwav.thepremier.gld.gov.av
Mayor
Ipswich City Councit
PO Box 191

IPSWICH QLD 4305

/?/ f"H{ /{ o2

 refer to my letter of 15 October 2010 concerning the development of a protocol
concerning the release of flood waters from Wivenhoe Dam.

t

| am pleased to note the collaborative spirit in which the attached draft protocol dealing
with the Communication of Flooding Information for the Brishane River Calchment -
including Floodwater Releases from Wivenhoe and Somersef Dams has been
developed. The cooperation and input from lpswich City Council officers, together with
the input from other councils, the Bureau of Meteorology and Queensiand Government
agencies have enabled the development of a protocol to help ensure that robust and
consistent information can be provided to the community in relation to possible flooding
in the Brisbane River catchment.

Recent comments received from the Somerset Regional Council are still to be
incorporated and the draft protacol recirculated to all parties. | appreciate that although
the Ipswich City Council has agreed to the draft protocol, you may have additional
comments to make following consideration of the issues raised by Somerset Regional
Council. However, given the predictions for the forthcoming summer storm and cyclone
season by the Bureau of Meteorology, | suggest that the protocol should be
implemented on an interim basis pending its finalisation and formal sign-off by the four
parties to the protocol.

The implementation of the draft protocol as an interim measure will provide a framework
for the communication of flood information to the community pending the protocol's
formal finalisation.

b Queensland
\Y - Government




Once again, | would fike to thank you and the officers from the Brisbane City Council for
their cooperation and input into the development of the interim protocol. Should you
have any questions in relation to this mater please do not hesitate to contact Mr Ken
Smith, Director-General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet on telephone

o7 I

Yours sincerely

o
A

s Wdal (g o

ANNA BLIGH MP /
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND

*Encl s \
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2% Premier of Queensland

Executive Building

For reply please quote: ES/BS - TR/10/27097 - DOC/10/163046 100 Geerge Street Brisbane
PO Box 15185 Cily East
Queensland 4002 Australia

. ) Telephone
Facsimile
Councillor Graeme Lehmann Emall

Website www.thepremier.gld.gov.au

Mayor

Somerset Regional Council
PO Box 117

ESK QLD 4312
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| refer to my letter of 15 October 2010 concerning the development of a protocol
concerning the release of flood waters from Wivenhoe Dam.

| am pleased to note the collaborative spirit in which the aitached draft protocol dealing
with the Communication of Flooding Information for the Brisbane River Catchment -
including Floodwater Releases from Wivenhoe and Somerset Dams has been
developed, The cooperation and input from Somerset Regional Council officers,
together with the input from other councils, the Bureau of Meteorology and Queensland
Government agencies have enabled the development of a protocol to help ensure that
robust and consistent information can be provided to the community in relation to
possible flooding in the Brisbane River catchment.

‘Comments recently received from your council are still to be incorporated and the draft
protocol recirculated to all parties. | appreciate that there are a number of capacity
issues that need to be addressed from the perspective of the Somerset Regional
Council, and that the other parties to the protocol may have additional comments to
make following consideration of these issues. However, given the predictions for the
forthcoming summer storm and cyclone season by the Bureau of Meteorology,
| suggest that the protocol should be implemented on an interim basis pending its
finalisation and formal sign-off by the four parties to the protocol.

The implementétion of the draft protocol as an interim measure will provide a framework
for the communication of flood information to the community pending the protocol's
formal finalisation.

\{ Queensland
V' - Government



Once again, | would like to thank you and the officers from the Brisbane City Council for
their cooperation and input into the development of the interim protocol. Should you have
any questions in relation to this mater please do nof hesitate to contact Mr Ken Smith,
Director-General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet on telephone

Yours sincerely

f{i//jh‘{![/? (/){ﬂ{i’

ANNA BLIGH MP A

PREMIER OF QUEENSL \ND

" 4
Encl \\!
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Protocol for the Communication of Flooding Information for the
Brisbane River Catchment - including Floodwater Releases from
Wivenhoe and Somerset Dams

OBJECTIVE

The purpose of this protocol is to outline the arrangements to be followed by the
Brisbane, Ipswich and Somerset Councils, relevant Queensland Government
agencies and the Bureau of Meteorology, which will ensure the provision of
consistent and robust information to the community, concerning potential flooding
impacts for the Brisbane River catchment, including release of floodwater from
Wivenhoe and Somerset Dams,

‘ormation, based on an
ublic in a way that

The intent is to ensure that consistent, harmonisg
agreed single point of truth, is communicated
contributes to resilient communities,

BACKGROUND

id on disaster 1 i:'hagement
ollaborative and effective

Queensland’s disaster management arranger
groups at local, district and state level, ensur
coordination of information for all hazards.

Existing local, district and state disast “nagemen “and hazard-specific plans
for disa nagement, or the hazard and

Mitigation at Wn?_ & Dam and Somerset Dam, henceforth referred to as the
Flood Mitigation Marival.

This protoco!l also covers the possibility that, during an above-average wet season,
the water supply level of the dams may be marginally reduced, on a temporary
basis, by small water releases. The water supply level would be returned tc normal
prior to the conclusion of the wet season, to avoid affecting water supply security.
These changes, if they proceed, will ultimately be incorporated intc the Flood
Mitigation Manual.

GENERAL DECISION MAKING - GUIDING PRINCIPLES

* Protection of public safety is paramount throughout both this Protocol and the
Flood Mitigation Manual;



¢ Impact on the community upstream or downstream is a legitimate consideration
of any risk assessment;

* Regular and consistent communications within government and to the public, in
relation to flooding impacts, are essential;

¢ Decision-making chains regarding the communications strategy and disaster
management should remain flexible;

e The Flood Mitigation Manual is used to determine how Wivenhoe and Somerset
Dams will be operated during flood events.

e This Protocol does not infringe the right of any party to issue information in line
with their responsibilities.

PROCESS OF COMMUNICATION

There are three stages in the process of communication:

* Monitoring and Assessment
+ Briefing and Activation
s Public Communications

Monitoring and Assessment

releases, are based on a contmuous p.
assessment. The process 1s dyn

" a balance between releasing the water quu:kly enough so
that the flood storage capacity is available if another major rain event occurs,
versus mintmising downstream flooding impacts (human safety and property
damage) from the releases.

* Seqwater calculates the releases according to dam levels and predicted weather
events in accordance with the Flood Mitigation Manual. A fundamental principle
is that all floodwater should be released from the dams within seven days of the
flood event peaking in Wivenhoe or Somerset Dam. This ensures the dams can
cope with closely spaced major rain events,

e« Seqwater shares predicted floodwater releases with BoM and with the Councils.

« Councils share information on the status of the Brisbane River catchment and its



river systems with BoM and Seqwater.

¢ BoM undertakes modelling of the Brisbane River catchment and its river
systems using Seqwater advice of actual and projected Wivenhoe Dam and/or
Semerset Dam releases when these are, or are expected, to occur.

» BoM pariicipates in technical discussions with Seqwater, Brishane City Council,
Ipswich City Council and Somerset Regional Council as necessary, to share
modelling results. The discussions aim to establish technical agreement on the
flood situation, on which public communications should be based.

+« Councils undertake modelling, form predictions, identify flood inundation areas
and assess impacts for their communities, and regularly share this information
with all relevant parties.

During this continuous process, it may become ap to either BoM, local
governments or Seqwater that the situation is likely toiresult in public safety issues.

significant change in the severity and scope
point being reached.

The initiating agency will instigat‘:
the teleconference will be di
repraesentatives of each agency.

y the SEQ Witer Grid Manager (according to their
\‘,h) and to relevant local governments.

Briefing and\A tivati

~
Conslderation will “be given to the activation of the disaster management
arrangements, if not already activated.

1. Councils will consider activating thelr Local Disaster Management Groups
(LDMGSs);

2, LDMGs will inform the relevant District Disaster Coordinators (DDCs);

3. The Queensiand Police Service (QPS) will consider initiating disaster
management actions as provided for under the Disaster Management Act
2003;

4, In the case of floodwater release, the SEQ Water Grid Manager will alert the
Director-General (DG) of the Department of Community Safety (DCS), DG




Department of Environment and Resource Management (DERM), and the
local governments;

5. DG DCS will inform the DG of the Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPC)
- the Chair of the State Disaster Management Group (SDMG) and will
activate the State Disaster Coordination Centre (SDCC). DG DCS will also

. inform the Minister for Police, Corrective Services and Emergency Services;

6. DG DERM will inform the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy;

7. DG DPC will inform the Premier;

8. In the case of an exftreme évent, the Crisis Communications Network,
chaired by DPC, may be activated at the directionsof the SDMG Chalr to

coordinate public messaging from BoM, Seqwater, @'Water Grid Manager,
QPS, relevant Councils and DCS as per this proto

Public Communications Issues

Each agency has its own responsibilities
their role without prior approvals.
that information with other agengi
ensure consistent public informati

The BoM, Local Governments an
maintain continual discy, 1l
to the public at any time il 5 e“Mfade to ensure consistency by
basing public con]' _ ior I reports, Inter-agency consultation
& f public warnings. All agencies must
elease. No power of veto is implied

exchange public ct
under this protocol.

y - ¢oncentrating on Flood Warnings which are widely
website, agencies and the media. BoM also participates
h, newspaper) interviews to provide factual information

¢« Local Governméents /Local Disaster Management Groups - concentrating
on the effects of weather related events and safety for their local communities
and residents. Local governments have primacy of public communications
within their community. Pre-agreed community service announcements from
local governments will be shared with the relevant agencies prior to public
release;

e SEQ Water Grid Manager - if significant floodwater releases from Wivenhoe
and Somerset dams are involved, the SEQ Water Grid Manager concentrates on
the communication aspects of release timings and duration of effects as the
State’s lead communication agency on floodwater release. Seqwater
operational staff are to ensure that technical information is communicated to
the SEQ Water Grid Emergency Response Team (if activated), the SEQ Water
Grid Communications Unit and relevant local governments,



If necessary these will be augmented by:

* Queensland Police Service - concentrating on specific community safety
messaging during operations;

¢ Department of Community Safety - concentrating on general safety matters
regarding flooding;

¢ Department of Premier and Cabinet (extreme events only) -
concentrating on consistent messages to media and agencies concerned.

Event-specific information will be released to the public as frequently as required by
the severity and scope of the event. Timings of media re|gases will be dependent
on the event, guided by the frequency of technical rep‘cf' and may range from
~once a day to once an hour, :

SEQ Water Grid
d ensure they are

safety messages:

¢ BoM;

¢ Segwater;

e Councils’ Media Directors;
e QPS Media Director; and
» DCS Media Director.

Questions from the Pu

The protocol sho e for a review after each event of what worked and could
be improved for ma iagement of future events, to be led by DCS.



Appendix A

Communications process for the release of fioodwater from Wivenhoe and Somerset

Monitoring
and
Assessment

Briefing
and
Activations

v

Dams

Rouline monitoring by relevant agencies via

F 3

established systems and procedures

BoM provides weather and
flood forecasts and warnings

Local governments monitor
creeks, local runoff

I

Seqwater models implications of

inflows and calculates release

il |

systems and catchments

BoM, local governments, Seqwater

— technical discussions

S
Local governments assess
impact for their communities

Apparent public safety issue

Agency initiates process

i
-p TSR completed

H

armonised information for public safety
developed
BoM
SEQ Water Grid Communications Unit
Councils
QPS/DCS/DPC (as needed)

Yes

|

Significant Public
Safety Issue

SEQW Grid Manager aleris DGs

¢ DG DCS alerts DG DPC -
Chair of SDMG

SDMG alerts DDMGs
Councils alert LDMGs

LB

activated

DG DERM alerts Min NRM&E
State Public info arrangements

Public
communications

~~

I
Harmonised information
BoM - on event
SEQW Grid CU - on release
Councils — on effects
DCS/QPS - on safety
(Extreme event)

(State - strategic issues)

No

No

Harmonised informati
BoM - on event

Councils - on effects
DCS/QPS - on safety

on

SEQW Grid CU - on release




Appendix B

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The Bureau of Meteorology {BoM) is the agency responsible for issuing flood warnings
for the Brisbane River and its major tributaries. These, when required, inciude rainfall
forecasts for the Brisbane catchment and predicted river heights for Brisbane City,
Ipswich, Jindalee and Moggill according to established procedures.

River height predictions are agreed in consultation with Seqwater, Brisbane City
Council (BCC), Ipswich City Council (ICC) and Somerset Regional Council (SRC), as
required.

Queensiand Buik Water Supply Authority (Seqwater) operates Wivenhoe and Somerset
Dams in accordance with the Flood Mitigation ManualiiIt provides dam outflow
information to BoM, to allow the development of ;Elood Warnings and to local
authorities, to assist them in quantifying likely impact in their areas.

“the Flood Mitigation Manual,
keholders. Seqwater coordinates
the production of the TSRs rela 1 leases from the Wivenhoe and
Somerset dams,

“a‘m'i Somerset Regional Council
vel information, both to their

of a flood event.

required do ng the cou

Queensland Po!! ‘ ‘Vice (OPS) assumes a legislative role, as per the disaster
management sysii_w ;::t0 provide disaster management at a district level during an
event, including prov Sion of necessary community advice for public safety.

Emergency Manaqement Queensland (EMQ) provides support and general community
safely advice on flooding issues, during non-operational times.

SEQ Water Grid Communications Unit tracks the general harmonisation, but not
specific detail of public messaging relating to floodwater releases, with BoM, SEQ
Water Grid, Councils and DCS, as required. It does this by ensuring that each agency
understands the extent of the release and that there is a general consensus as to the
level of potential impacts.




Appendix C

TECHNICAL SITUATION REPORT

TSR Number Date of TSR Time of TSR
release release

This report is as at the time of assessment, and may quickly become out of date, depending on the
current events. It relies on timely information provided by Seqwater, BoM and Councils. A reply will

ation will be included,

be required by a specified time and if not received by that time no i
re will be no follow up

- If any information is not provided, the section will remain blank. Th
requests.

Each authority will provide an email and teiephone contac ions. If an event -

for all commuhig

agency.

Seqwater will also request attf
outlined in this documents
or advice that it has no
not being provided.

ssessment from each agency as per details
il in return the requested information if possible
ithin the specified timeframe, it is assumed it is

“TRIGGERS

rovide guidance to initiation of this report

. FThese illustrati

Seqwater

Local
Government




Seqwater status of inflows and dam operations
(to include information on the current and/or predicted levels of Somerset and Wivenhoe Dams and
the probable or planned release strategy with assessment as governed under the Manual of

Onerational Procedures for Flood Mitigation at Wivenhoe Dam and Somerset Dam )

This is Segwater’s status report on the dam levels, probable inflows and planned releases.

This has been supplied to
BCCon .....

Issues raised by Councils were .....

Actions taken were .....

Seqwater Techmcal Offlcer posmon tltle

Seqwater Techmcal Offlcer contact detalls

BoM assessment

(consisting of references to ite. f ying. risbane River and other relevant Bureau
forecasts and . er/ram forecast iy roprcal Cyclone Warning etc) and other
updates/com

BoM is to pr‘g i to, their current information and other updates or
comments if is wi heir current set of warnings and may be updated or changed at any
time. ;

BolVi Techmcai Off:cer name

BOM Techmcal Officer p05| on tlt!e

BoM Techmcal Offlcer contact details



Brisbane City Council {BCC) assessment
fto include predicted focal inundation areas and depths of inundation based on the information)

This is an assessment as provided by BCC. A request for this information will be sent to the email
address provided by BCC.

BCC Techmcal Offlcer name ,

BCC 'i‘echmcal Offlcer 0

BCC Technical Officer contact details

Ipswich City Council (ICC) assessment {if required)}

(to include predicted local inundation areas and depths of inunddtion b on the information)

This is an assessment as provided by iCC A request for nt to the email

address provided by ICC.

iCC Techmcal Officer name
ICC Techmcai Offlcer posntlon tltfe

ICC Techmcai Offlcer contact detalls

SRC Techmcal Offu:er name
SRCTechnlcal Offlc 'p05| on |tle

SRC Tech mcal Offlcer cantact detalis

Collated and distribu éd by (Age‘ncy)

Contact Officer signature

Contact Officer name

Contact Officer position title

Next TSR due

10
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From: Reilty Bob

Sent: Tuesday, 23 November 2010 1:05 PM

To: Bradley John; Best Debbie

Ce: Allen Peter

Subject: FW: Letters from the Premier concerning the proposed interim Implementation of the draft protocol on Brishane River Catchment Flooding - Wivenhoe and

Somerset Dams

Attachments: SIGNED VERSION OF BOC10153018 NEWMAN.PDF; SIGNED VERSION OF DOC 10153031 PISASALE.POF; SIGNED VERSION OF DOC10153046

LEHMANN.PDF
Hi John, Debbie

FYl

Regards

Bob

Bob Reilly
General Manager, Office of the Water Su Reguiator

Department of Environment and Rescurce Management
Lvi 3 41 George Stree!, Brisbane Q 4000
GPO Box 2454, Brisbane Q 4001

Sent: Tuesday, 23 Novem B

o: IR 1 5o

Cc: "Bruce Grady'; Sharon Bailey
Subject: Letters from the Premier concerning the proposed interim implementation of the draft protocol

on Brisbane River Catchment Flooding - Wivenhoe and Somerset Dams

Good Afternoon Mike and Bob

| refer to my earlier advice, the Premier has now signed the letters to the Lord Mayor and Mayors of
Ipswich and Somerset requesting that the draft protocol ba implemented on an interim basis to provide
a communications framework pending formal finalisation and signature by the four parties to the
protocol. Please find attached copies of the signed letters,

Regards
Brad Swuith

Manager, Executive Supporl
De e Premier and Cabinet

This email is intended only for the addressee. Its use is limited to that inte
to be gistributed without the author's consent.

Unless otherwise stated, the State of Queensland accepts no liability for the
subseguently confirmed in writing. The cpinions expressed in this email are th
represent the views of the State of Queensland. This email is confidential and

I1f you have received this email in error, please notify the author and delete

1/04/2011



Premier of Queensland

: E B ¥ +
For reply please quote: ES/BS - TF/10/27097 - DOC/10/153018 . szgcg;]:fge Lfl':t!fel:a]tg Brisbane

; ' e : PO Box 15185 City £ast
2 z NBV 2010 L - o Queensland 4002 Austialia

o : oo Facsimile
The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Brisbane Emall

Website www,theprentier.qid.gov.au

Councillor Campbeli Newman
Office of the Lord Mayor
GPO Box 2287

BRISBANE QLD 4001

! refer to my letter of 15 October 2010 concerning the development of a protocol
concerning the release of flood waters from Wivenhoe Dam.

| am pleased to note the collaborative spirit in which the attached draft protocol dealing
with the Communication of Flooding Information for the Brishane River Catchment -
including Floodwater Releases from Wivenhoe and Somerset Dams has been
developed. The cooperation and input from Brisbane City Council officers, together with
the input from other councils, the Bureau of Meteorology and Queensland Government
agencies have enabled the development of a protocol to help ensure that robust and
consistent information can be provided to the community in relation to possible flooding
in the Brisbane River catchment. '

Recent comments received from the Somerset Regional Council are stili to be
incorporated and the draft protocol recirculated to all parties. | appreciate that the
Brisbane City Council may have additional comments to make to the protocol following
consideration of these additional comments. However, given the predictions for the
forthcoming summer storm and cyclone season by the Bureau of Meteorology,

| suggest that the protocol should be implemented on an interim basis pending its
finalisation and formal sign-off by the four parties to the protocol.

The implementation of the draft protocol as an interim measure will provide a framework
for the communication of flood information to the community pending the protocol's
formal finalisation.

Queensland
Government




Once again | would like to thank you and the officers from the Brisbane City Council for
their cooperation and input into the development of the interim protocol. Should you
have any questions in relation to this mater please do not hesitate to contact Mr Ken
Smith, Director-General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet on telephone

Yours sincerely

ANNA BLIGH MP
PREMIER OF QUEENSLANb

*Encl ,.f*

Page2of2



Premier of Queensland

. . Executi it
Fot reply please quole: ES/BS ~ TF/10/27097 ~ DOC/10/153031 | e aishane

PO Box 15185 City East

q o - . B - _ : Queenstand 4002 Australia
22 NOV ZB}U [ ‘ Telephone

Facsl

Councillor Paut Pisasale Emall
Websile www.thepremter.gld.gov.au
Mayor
Ipswich City Council
PO Box 191

IPSWICH QLD 4305

| refer to my letter of 15 October 2010 concerning the development of a protocol
concerning the release of flood waters from Wivenhoe Dam.

| am pleased to note the collaborative spirit in which the attached draft protocol dealing
with the Communication of Flooding Information for the Brishane River Catchment -
including Floodwater Releases from Wivenhoe and Somerset Dams has been
developed. The cooperation and input from Ipswich City Council officers, together with
the input from other councils, the Bureau of Meteorology and Queensland Government
agencies have enabled the development of a protocol to help ensure that robust and

- consistent information can be provided to the community in relation to possible flooding
in the Brisbane River calchment.

Recent comments received from the Somerset Regional Council are still to be
incorporated and the draft protocol recirculated to all parties. | appreciate that although
the Ipswich City Council has agreed to the draft protocol, you may have additional
comments to make following consideration of the issues raised by Somerset Regional
Council. However, given the predictions for the forthcoming summer storm and cyclone
season by the Bureau of Meteorology, | suggest that the protocol should be
implemented on an interim basis pending its finalisation and formal sign-off by the four
parties to the protocol.

The implementation of the draft protocol as an interim measure will provide a framework
for the communication of flood information to the community pending the protocol’s
formal finalisation.

Queensland
Government




Once again, | would like to thank you and the officers from the Brisbane City Council for
their cooperation and input into the development of the interim protocol. Should you
have any questions In relation to this mater please do not hesitate to contact Mr Ken
Smith, Director-General, Depariment of the Premier and Cabinet on telephone

Yours sincerely

ANNA BLIGH MP ' )

£
i

PREMIER OF QUEENSLA}_ND /
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Councillor Graeme Lehmann - Emall
Mayor . Webslte vaww.thepremier.gld.gov.au
Somerset Regional Council
PO Box 117

ESK QLD 4312

’T:tflz’ ;. j : A8 y :j < “ { . _
| refer to my letter of 15 October 2010 concerning the development of a protocol
concerning the release of flood waters from Wivenhoe Dam.

I am pleased to note the collaborative spirit in which the attached draft protocol dealing
with the Communication of Flooding information for the Brishane River Catchment -
including Floodwater Releases from Mﬁvenhoe and Somerset Dams has been
developed. The cooperation and input from Somerset Regeonai Council officers,
together with the input from other councils, the Bureau of Meteorology and Queensland
Government agencies have enabled the development of a protocol to help ensure that
robust and consistent information can be provided to the community In refation to
possible flooding in the Brisbane River catchment.

Comments recently received from your council are still to be incorporated and the draft
protocol recirculated to all parties. | appreciate that there are a number.of capacity
issues that need to be addressed from the perspective of the Somerset Regional
Council, and that the other parties to the protocol may have additional comments to
make following consideration of these issues. However, given the predictions for the
forthcoming summer storm and cyclone season by the Bureau of Meteorology,

I suggest that the protocol should be implemented on an interim basis pendmg its
finalisation and formal sign-off by the four parties to the protocol.

The imp!ementation of the draft protocol as an interim measure will provide a framework
for the communication of flood information to the community pending the protocol's
formal finalisation.

| Queensland
- Government




Once again, | would like to thank you and the officers from the Brisbane City Council for
their cooperation and input into the development of the interim protocol. Should you have
any questions in relation to this mater please do not hesitate to contact Mr Ken Smiith,
Director-General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet on telephone [ NN

Yours sincerely

ANNA BLIGH MP
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND |
*Encl
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