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8. - and the property | reslds, is part of the original seltlement of the
Femvale area and this area Is essentially flat, ‘

g, During six years previous to the floods, there has been significant development
on the Fernvale hillside, above the original settlement area, which Is part of the
"Residential Corridor" daveloped by the Somerset Reglonal Council.

10. As a result of the large scale development in the area, a number of storm drains
were put in place by the Councll. Some of these drains lead to small holding -
pools. Once these were full, they would overflow causing the water to continue

down hill,

11. The increased number of drains and no design to direct water away when it
came to the bottom of the hillside meant that water was redirected Into the
orlginal settlement area and would arrive at this area in larger volumes and in a
shorter period than prior to development.

Previous Flood Events In Fernvale

12, In approximately October éO'IO, consistent rain was unable to be managed by
the storm water drains In place and water flooded across the Brishane Valley
Highway and flooded part of my nelghbour's propetty, Dave | MY
properly was not affected. '

13, In response to this minor flood event, Dave| I meet with Wayne Wenc,
State MP for Ipswich West, Graeme Lehmann, Mayor for Sommerset and Bob
Bain, CEO of the Somersst Regional Councll, along with an-engineer from the
Department of Maln Roads. They came to Fernvale to discuss the drainage

- issues in the area.

14. At this meeting and through previous correspondence hetween residents and the
bodies these three gentlemen represent, they were aware of the drainage
problems in the Fernvale area. Dave|lNad requested the 3 x 450mm
plpes under the highway be upgraded to increase flow rate.
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15, - Prior to this incident, the drains appeared to cope with storms we had had but |
there was some concern amongst myself and other Fernvale residents as this
was a falrly minor event and drainage infrastructure was unable to cope with an

increased amount of rain,

16, After this minor flood event, the drain closest to the highway was cleaned to
create a faster flow of water through the drain, There was no other major work
undertaken in relatlon to drainage or maintenance of other drains of which | am

aware.

17 Dave [ 2d a levy bank on his property which he extended when the
‘ drain was cleaned in order to prevent further damage to his proparty as he
helieved the work undertaken would only increase water flow to the drain pipes,

not resolve the issue,

18, During the last six years, residents that live on the nearby roads, Nardoo Strest
and Poole Road have advised me that there had been regular instances of minor
flooding on this road. In the event of consistent heavy rain, the road itself would
turn into & watercourse dus to drainage issues causing minor inundations of

nearby propertles.

e ) had been advised by a number of residents in Nardoo Street and Poole Road
that they had contacted the Council a number of times identifying specifio storm
dralnage problems that had resulted In the redirection of water onto their

properties..

20, Prior to the flood events in January 2011, Local Counail and State Government
had been advised and were aware of the drainage issues that were being
experienced throughout the Fernvale area.

Previous Wivenhoe dam releases

21, In approximately late 2010, Wivenhoe dam had its first release of water. 1
remember this as it was quite a big event and there was a large amount of tourist
traffic through the area, Out of interest, | even went and viewed it myself on a

couple of occaslons.
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23.
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[ noted that the release of water was different on the two days | went to view it. |
On the first day there was only one gats open and It was open fairly wide. On the
sacond day | went thers, they had all five gates open, but there was only a small
opening from each gate.

During the releases from the Wivenhoe dam at this time i do not recall there
haen any inundations or flood events in the Fernvale area.

Events of the January 2011 Floods

DAY ONE: Sunday 9 January 2011

24,

There was heavy rain in the Fernvale and surrounding areas tl]?oughout the day
hut there was no flooding at this time,

DAY TWO: Monday 10 January 2010
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26.

27,

28,

29.

As it had continuad to rain heavily through the r‘ni'ght | did not.go 1o work in the
morning as | was worrled about possible flooding. My wife continued with her
usual routine and went to work. '

During the morning, ! did not see any signs of floods.

At approximately 2pm | was required fo {ake one of our two dogs to the ve't,'
localed on the Forest Hill - Fernvale Road which runs between the towns of
Fernvale and Lowood, Travelling to the vet | notice that the Brishane Valley
Highway 1uat heyond the turnoff onto Forest Hill - Road was blocked by Police

and vehicles turhed back.

While | was at the vet, my wife was on her way home, driving along the Forest- .
Hill - Fernvale road, which runs close to the Brisbane River. She told me when |
returned home from the Vet at approx 2:30pm that on her way home the water
lovel was high In the river and was near to the side of the road.

" | became concerned for my 17 year old daughter who was at work at the Lowood

IGA and was due to finish al 7pm. She drives a small Holden Astra and had only

racently got her driver’s licence,

nnnnnnnnnn

(3009110v1)
(TBL)FloodCammisslon/stat/thl-




30,

31.

32,

33.

34,

36.-

37.

s

I thought that the best course of action was for iy wife and | to collect her car
and pick her up in our Ford Territory, a high clearance vehicle, when she finished
work. | feared that if the river continued to rise that the roads would be
impassable, or dangerous to navigate in a small car by an inexperienced driver.

At approximately 3.30pm my wife, son and | drove to Lowood to collsct the car,
we stopped at a point just before Lowood and | took ﬁhotos of the water levels at
this time. At approximately 4.15pm my wife and [ were returning from collecling
my daughter’s car and were traveling along Forest Hill - Fernvale Roadl. | noticed
that the water had continued to rise and was now starting to lap over.

Due to the fast rate In which the water had risen, | became concerned for the
immediate safely of my daughter and the consequences of the rising river for my

family and propenty.

| turhed around immediately and drove back to my daughter’s work. | was driving
the Ford Territory at this time. My wife conlinued on and drove my daughter’s car

" home.

When | arrived at my daughter's work | told her that she nseded to finish work
Immaediately and that | would drive her home,

My daughter advised that she could not finish untll 5pm as she was covering
another staff member's break and she was due to return at this time. | waited

- untll my 'cieiughter finished and we returned home.

When we were driving on the Forest Hill - Fernvale Road the water had begun to
flood the road and smaller cars were parked to the side as they were unable to
cross the waler safely. | was able to get through due to the high ¢learance of my
vehicle, but | became increasing worrled due to the rapld Increase of water

flooding the area,

When we arrived home there was no flooding at the property, but this did not -
alleviate my concems. As soon as we were Inside | put on the TV and scanned
the major channels for news or warnings for our area. | also was scanning the
Internet for news and also the Bureau of Meteorology website to keep track of
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river levels, particularly the level at Savages Crossing, the nearest marker to
Fernvale.

| concentrated on TV and the internet rather than the radio for any warnings or
updates as we.have limited radio receplion where we are.

From the nows we became aware of what was termed the “Lockyer Valley
Disaster” where the flooding In the area was extremely fast and many people lost
their lives. '

| started to become anxious about the possible impact on the Somerset and
Brisbane Valleys dus to the sheer volume of water flowing down the Lockyer and
Bremer Rivers. h

There were numerous madia releases at the time regarding the Lockyer Valley
but there were no warnings or directions to resldents of the Sommerset or
Brishane Valleys 1o prepare for, or consider evactiating due to likely flooding,

By approximately 6pm, | declded it was unsafe for my children to be exposfe'd to
the very real potential of a significant Iiash flood. l drove a few Kms along the
Brishane Valley highway towards ipswich to check if the road was sfill open.
There was no sign of flooding. On my return we packed photographs and other
important documents Into my daughters car and she drove the two of them to
their grandparent’s residence in Macgregor. We anxiously waited for the call

from my daughter to say she arrived.

My mind was turned to the devastating impact of the floods previously in
Grantham and | was worted that our lives would be in danger. | placed a ladder
at the back of the house with a rope to tie to a post if my wife and | needed to get
to the roof and secure ourselves to prevent heing washed away. | surmised if
people in Grantham had the opportunily to take such measures, there may not

have been such a great loss of life.

There was still no news or warning regarding our area through any media or
smergency servlces direclly and | didnt know what other measures or
precautions that we should take.
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