


Statement of Witness

Queensland kloods Commission of Inquiry.

3. As a Councillor of the Esk Shire Council we found it very difficult to get
the general public to come forward and assist when planning for disaster
management, as the threat was not real to most people’, since the events
of 2011 I believe this has changed. Also whilst a Councillor between
2004 and 2008 I was aware that tl:lere were plans in place for disaster

management, however I cannot explain the full details of these plans.

4, How did the Somerset Regional Council Disaster Management Group
handle the situation? The SRC was put in an unenviable position and
responded as best they could consider the SRCDMG Headquarters at the
new Simeon Lord room at the Esk Council Building was submerged in
floodwater on Monday the 10™ of Jan, a day before the Somerset Region
flooded, so all communications there were knocked out. This was a major

shock as Esk had never flooded before this event.

5. In my opinion, a lot of money and time could be spent trying to set up
disaster management plans around Queensland, but at the end of the day,
we would be better off educating people that disasters, whether Bush
Fire, Flood or Cyclone can and will happen, people actually need to put
some thought into their own personal plan in the event of a Bush Fire,
Flood or Cyclone. What to do? Where they need to go? [ know People
are just so insulated from the reality of a disaster that an education
program needs to happen. The average Joe Blow needs this knowledge to

have the ability to react to a natural disaster.
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6. What is very interesting is that in all disasters, the average person on the
ground are the ones who usually have to deal with the problem, we all
need to know and accept this as fact, and be educated as to how to handle
ourselves in this event, as it can take hours or days for any Rescuers or

Authorities to get into certain areas.

7. Tam aware that Doc HANNAH with the support of the local community
of Glamorgan Vale has set up a local area disaster management group, as
we now know we are best to deal with these events in the future until

help arrives.

8. In the January 2011 floods there were so many affected at once it took
days for authorities to even realise who needed assistance. I am aware
that north of the Shire at Lineville and the Mt. Stanley areas were cut off
for approximately a week and a half. The area around Wivenhoe Pocket

was cut off completely for approx four days.

9. Ithink for the future all properties to be sold must have a due diligence

clause stating if the property has ever been flooded.

10.The State Government must fund an education program, run by the local
councils, to notify all those in flood plains or historical flood areas of
what to do in an event, and have a means to contacting these people for

warnings.
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11.T also would like to say that there should be one meaning to ‘flood

damage’ as far as any insurance policies are concerned.

R G WHALLEY

Justices Act 1886
I acknowledge by virtue of section 110A(5)(c)(ii) of the Justices Act 1886 that:

€)) This written statement by me dated 22/4/2011 and contained in the pages numbered 1 to 4 is
true to the best of my knowledge and belief; and

) I make this statement knowing that, if it were admitted as evidence, I may be liable to
prosecution for stating in it anything that I know is false.

..................................... Signature

Signed at (e IENP W this. . ..050 Tisday of . O 0,201,
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