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(W~~CE OF THi' 
to .1),1, ,X)R 
_h'isb 

2 March 2011 

The Honourable Jujj" GilLr'.! MP 
PrilI'" \!inLLCl' 
Pal'li"il'dI:i Ho."", 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

De:,,. Prime Minister 

Of-Hc' 

:3[' :ibJ)I"'lC' c,J,ld dOOO ''!'·\tJSiT<}I,i,) 

!'(·d ()i ',) , ',n ·:1400 

Pc t ' 

C.iPO Bo.K 228'7 

[ am writing 10 :',10k the Federal Government's involvement in the buy back of nood prone 
land in BriLiJane, 

As you may be aware, followjnG my election in 2004, I commissioned IJ10 LOl', I f\iayor's 
Ta!;l..force on Snburban Flooding (LMTSF) to illve:;thDte ways to l11iti(~:).tc the tI1l'C('[ of 
tlooding in Btisbane, 

Council has sinc" been ""orLillg to address th. l'CCOl11l11',.'ndations made by the Taskloree.lnd 
to drrte hi,q itwe::.icd 1110re than $453 million in wods to limit the effects of flood and increase 
public awareness, 

The first recommendation of the LMTSF was lor Council to establish a scheme for COliilCil to 
purchase l100d prone property, To (bie, Council has spent. 1110re than $24 million 011 the 
VolUIl1r:,ry Home Pllrehase t;chcmo (VI-IPS), a program that finances tIle purchase ofhonwdn 
Brisbane affected by creek or IOGal flooding that occurs with a two-year Average Recurrence 
Interval. 

In 2005 J lobbied the Kder,'! Government to increm::'; Council's ,',bility to pureha,.,~ propetiies, 
Tbis request was declined. 

Recent dis~lsters in Quet'llsll111d (h'mon:mnte how important it is for all govel11meniS to work 
together to address the tlood thro:·II. and inv,:st illlllitigntion programs. 

Therefore, I again seck the Federal Govel1ltncnt's considendiou of funding for the VHPS to 
buy b,\C!c land in flood prone pallS of Bd:;bnne, Fed"ral Govel'lll1lent funding will help 
broaden the VIiI'S and e11:ltll'C Brisbane rcsidc'l1ts are bdlcr prepu!'l:d for flooding in the 
futtU'e, 

;:;, ours sincerely 

Ref: LM07%Z-20 II 



BCC.042.4271

.~(.J.:.;, OFFICE OF THE ~ .. , .... , LORD MAYOR 
Ofl 

-...c,~ Brisbane 

16 March 20J 1 

The Honourable Tony Burke MP 

Office 
157 Ann Street 
Brisbane 4000 
Tel 07 34034400 
Fax 07 3403 9930 
LORDMAYOR@brisbane.qld.go~.a" 
Postal 
GPO Box 2287 
Bdsbane aid 4001 Australia 

Minister for SustainabiIity, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
Parliament HOllse 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

/' 
Dea: ¥i~er . \ C) "() 

\ 

RE:· Implementing the recommenda1ions of the .loint Flood Taskforce 

1 am writing to. request your support in implementing the recommendations that were last 
week handed down to Brisbane City Council by the Joint Flood Taskforce. 

As you would be aware, the Bureau of M¢leorology assisted the Taskforce to gather data and 
understand the January 2011 flood event 

Council has identified the implementation of an Interim Residential Flood Level (lRFL) as 
the tirst priority from the recommendations, with planning for adoption of this currently 
underway. 

Council is prepared to lead a partnership approach to implement the remammg 
recommend·atiQns. In order for this to occur, I seek your commitment to assist in the 
establishment of a Joint Flood Advisory Committee. 

It is proposed that the Joint Flood Advisory Committee be established in early April 2011, 
with representation from Brisbane City Council, the Bureau of Meteorology, Seqwater, the 
Department of Environment and Resource Management, the Department of Local 
Gov~rnment and Planning and Ipswich and Somerset Regional Councils. 

The committee will require commitments from your various departments, including: 

• expertise in the form of individual officer time and talent 

• shl1ring of information and data, and 

• funding support. I will be requesting State and Federal contribution of 60% to the overall 
costs (in the order of$3·6 million). 

The implementation will occur over the next 2·3 years and ultimately deliver a flood risk 
management product by 2013, 

.,.12 
Deliverillgfor ollr suburhs 
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A copy of the Joint Flood Taskforce Report is attached for your information. 

[ look forward to receiving youI' commilment as soon as possible, so we can continue working 
togelher 10 help build flood resilience in Brisbane and South East Queensland. 

Yours sincerely , 

Campbeil N'ewman 
LoRD MAYOR 

Ref: LM099S0-2011 

Ene. 

Delivel'/lIg for Olll'sllbllrbs 
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"", , I OFfiCE OF THE 
LORD MAYOR 
Brisbiltle 

Office 
157 Ann Street 
3risbane 4000 
rei 07 3403 4400 

,I , 

16 March 2011 

Premier Anna Bligh 
Premier and Minister for Reconstruction 
PO Box 15185, 
CITY EAST QLD 4002 

· Dear Premier 
f 

RF..: Implementing the recommendations of the Joint Flood Taskforce 

c ax (17 3403 9930 
cORDMAYOR@brisbane.qld.go'l.ac 
Pootal 
GPO Box 2287 
Snsbar.e Qld 400' AUStralia 

As you would be aware, the Joint F'lood Taskforce, formed by Brisbane City Council in 
conjunction with Ipswich City Council, last week handed down a ropol1 of their findings, 

The Joint Flood Taskforce Report outlines seven recommendations (see enclosed report), 
Brisbane City Council is committed to aClioning all of these recommendations and I seek your 
further support to do this, 

Council has identified the implementation of an Interim Residential Flood Level (IRrL) as the 
i1rst priority from the recommendations., with planning tor adoption of this currently underway. 

Council is prepared to lead a partnership approach to implementing the remaining 
recommehdations. In order for this to occur, 1 seck your commitment to assist in the establishment 
ofa Joint Flood Advisory CommiUee, 

It is proposed that the Joint Flood Advisory Committee be established in early April2QII, with 
representation from Brisbanc City Council, the Bureau of Meteorology, Seq water, the Department 
of' Environment and Reso\lfce Management, the Department of Local Government and Planning. 
Ipswich and SOmerset Regional Councils, 

The committee will require cOlllmitments. from your various departments, including: 

• expertise in the form ofindiYidual officer lime and talent 

• sharing of information and 'data, and 

• runding support, J will be requesting State and Federal contribution of 60% to the overall 
COSts (111 the order of$3·6 million), 

The implementation of recommendations will occllr over the next 2·3 years and ultimately deliver 
a flood risk management product by 2013. 

" .12 
Deliverlllg for /}lIr suburbs 
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I look fOlward to receiving your commitment as soon <IS possible, so we Catl continue working 
together to help build flood resilience in Brisbane and South Enst Quecllsland, 

/ 

/" Yours sincerely .. 

/ 

,\~ 
- ,j 

ea pbelJ Newman 
'-- --"ORD MAYOR 

Ref: I.M09968-20 11 

Ene 

Deli,'etillg!ol' 0111' subllrbs 
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Office . , 
~ 57 Ann Stre~i 
8d:;baJ~e 4000 .~.' ,. .,' 

.' ., OFFICE OF THE 
LORD MAYOR 
Bri.sf>anc 

rei 073403 d400 

J6 March 2011 

Mayor Paul PisasaJe 
Mayor of the Cityoflpswich 
PO Box 191 
IPSWICH QLD 4305 

') 

DcarMayor 
/'~ 

RE: Implementing the recommendations cflh. Joint J1100d Task/ore • 

c ax 07 34C3 9930 
_O~~fviA'!OR@bf,5bilr.e.Q C.~01J,;;v 

=>os'tal 
GPO Box 2287 
3risbtlr',e aid aoo~ AusTr:::l!ia 

. I would like to thunk you for your SUpp0l1 in assisting the Joint Flood Taskforce to determine. 
within 30 days, an interim standard to be used for new development in flood-affected areas of 
Brisbane. 

The Joint Flood TasHorce Report outlines seven recommend.tions (see enclosed report). 
Brisbane City Council is committed to actioning all of these recommendations and I seek your 
assistance to do, this, 

Council has identified the implementation of an Interim Residential Flood Level (IRFL) as the 
first priority j\'om the recommendations. with planning for adoption oflhi. currently underway. 

Council is prepared to lead u partnership approach to implement the remaining recommendations. 
In order for this to occur. I seek your commitment to assist in the establishment of a Joint Plood 
Advisory Committee. 

It is proposed that the Joint Flood Advisory Committee be established in carly April 2011. witll 
representation Irom Brisbane City Council, the Bureau of Meteorology. Seqwater. the Department 
of Environment and Resource Management, the Department of Local Government and Planning 
and Ipswich and Somerset Regional Councils. 

The committee will require commitments Irom yourvarioos departments, including: 

• expertise in the form of individual officer time and talent 

• sharing of information and data. and 

• funding support. I will be requesting Slate and Federal contribution of 60% to the overall 
costs (in the order of$3-6 million). ' 

The implementation will occur over the neXI 2-3 years and ultimately deliver a 1100d risk 
management product by 2013. 

...12 
Deliverillg for our suburbs 
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I look forward to receiving your commitment as soon as possible. so we can continue working 
together to build 1100d resilience in our respective cities and South East Queensland. 

ours sincerely 

.' , mpbeJl Newman 
LORD MAYOR 

Ref: LM09971-20J J 

Ene. 

Delivering for our suburbs 
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Of'FICE Of'THE 
LORD MAYOR 
Brisbane 

16 March 2011 

Mayor Graeme Lehmann 
Mayor of Somerset Regional Council 
PO Box 117 
ESK QLD 4312 

" 

RE: Implementing the recommendations of the Joint FloodTaskfol'ce 

Office 
157 Ann Street 
Brisbane 4000 
Tel 07 3403 4400 
Fax 07 3403 9930 
LORDMAYOR@brj,bane,qld,gov,au 
Postal 
GPO Box 22B7 
Brisbane Old 4001 Australia 

In February 201 I, a Joint Flood Taskforce was formed to help Brisbane City Council understand 
the January 20 II floods and recommend, within 30 days, an interim flood standard for new 
development within flood-affected areas. 

The Joim Flood Taskforce Report was handed down to Council last week. and outlines seven 
recommendations (see enclosed report). Brisbane City Council is committed to actioning all of 
these recommendations, and believe that somcofthese may be of interest to your council. 

Council has identified the implementlltion of I'n Interim Residential Plood Level (fRFL) as the 
fIrst priority from the recommendations, with planning for adoption of this cUITenlly underway. 

Council is prepared to lead a partnership approach to implement the remaining recommendations. 
In order for this to occur, I seek your commitment to assist in the establishment of a Joint Flood 
Advisory Committee. 

It is proposed that the Joint Flood Advisory Committee be est.ablished in early April 20J I. with 
representation from Brisbane City Council. the Bureau of'Meteorology, Seqwater, the Department 
of Envit'onment and Resource Management, the Department of Local Govet'fll11ent and Planning 
and Ipswich and Somerset Regional Councils. 

The committee will require commitments ITom your various departments, including: 

• expertise in the form of individual officer lime and taJent 

• sharing of information and data, and 

• funding support. I will be requesting Slate and Federal contribution of 60% to the overall 
costs (in the order of$3-6 million). 

The implementation will occur over the next 2-3 years and ultimately deliver a flood risk 
management product by 2013. 

. .. /2 
Dellveril/c/or Ollf suburbs 
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I look forward to receiving your commitment as soon as possible, so we can work together to 
build flood resilience in oUl' respective cities and SouthEast Queensland_ 

... Yours sincerely 

\ 
, 

I- 1 \.. .............. -,. ... -----

Ca~npbell Newman 
,OlmMAYOR 

[(ef: LM099S 1-2011 

Ene. 

Deliver/ltg/or Ol/r suburbs 
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Dedicated to d bl,tter Bi'islt""e 

1 April 2011 

Mr Peter Borrows 
Chief Executive Officer 
Seqwater 
PO Box 16146 
CITY EAST OLD 4002 

t""~/{£' 
Dear Mr B3'~"{ ? 

Brisbane City Council ABN 120021.57" 

Office of the Lord Mayor and Chief Executive Officer 
Chief Executive's Office 
Level23 266 George Street Brisbane Qld 4000 

GPO Sox 1434 Brisbane Qld 4001 
T 07 3403 8888 F 07 3334 0043 
www.brisbane.qld.gov.atl 

I would like to thank you for your support in assisting the Joint Flood Tasl(force which was formed 

to help Brisbane City Council understand the January 2011 floods and recommend, within 30-

days, an Interim flood standard for new development within flood-affected areas. 

The Joint Flood Taskforce Report outlined seven recommendations (refer to the enclosed report). 

Council is committed to actioning all of these recommendations and I seek your assistance to do 

this. 

Council has identified the implementation of an Interim Residential Flood Level (IRFL) as the first 

priority from the recommendations, with planning for adoption currently underway. 

Council is prepared to lead a partnership approach to implement the remaining recommendations. 

In order for this to occur, I seek your commitment to assist in the establishment of a Joint Flood 

Advisory Committee (JFAC). 

It is proposed that the JFAC be established in April 2011 with representation from Brisbane City 

Council, the Bureau of Meteorology, Seqwater, the Department of Environment and Resource 

Management, the Department of Local Government and Planning, Ipswich City Council and 

Somerset Regional Council. 

The Committee will request the following oommitments from Seqwater: 

• expertise in the form of individual officer time and talent, 

• sharing of information and data, and 

• funding support. 

I will be requesting a State and Federal contribution of 60% to the overall costs, which is in the 

order of $3-6 million. 
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The implementation will occur over the next 2-3 years and ultimately deliver a flood risk 
management product . 

I look forward to receiving your commitment as soon as possible, so we can continue working 
together to help build flood resilience in Brisbane and South East Queensland. If you have any 
questions regarding the formation of the JFAC, please. contact Mr Shane Hackett, Acting Water 
Resources Manager on (07) 3403 8888. 

Yours sincerely 

Colin Jensen 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Ene. Joint Flood Taskforce Report 




